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facred ſcriptures 5 and, whether the latter ſcheme is 
not founded in miſapprehenſion and miſtake, __ 
Bz roRR this ſection is cloſed, it may be proper to 


make a few preliminary obſervations. 


1. Tx covenant which God made with Abraham 
was, ſubſtantially, the covenant of grace. This, it is 
apprehended, was ſufficiently proved in my former in- 
quiry. It has not, in the progreſs of the inquiry, been 


called in queſtion. 


- 2. Tu decifion of the inquiry, reſpecting che na- 
ture and deſign of infant baptiſm, depends, on the 


meaning of the term ſed, in the covenant which God 
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Ir is ſaid © If the promiſe implied nothing more, 


than that the Lord would be a God to all who ſhould 


believe, in every age and nation, and that all fuch 


| ſhould be reckoned to Abraham as his ſeed, it will, 


then be manifeſt, that infant circumciſion was a ſeal 
of no promiſe of bleſſings on the child,” p. 119. The 


meaning of the term ſeed then, will ſettle the inquiry 
an be 


reſpeQing the import of infant baptiſm. If it can b 
made evident, that the ſeed comprehended believer 


only, it is granted that the idea advanced in my in- 
quiry is ſupported. And if it be true, as is conced- 


ed, that Abraham was taught, that his children muft 
be the childern of promiſe—of faith; in order to be 
that ſeed who were to heir the bleflings promiſed to 


_ Abraham” p. 24;—and if it be Unqueſtionably 
true, that the promiſes in their true ſpirit, implied that 


none ſhould be heirs of eternal good, but through 


Chriſt, and by virtue of union 7o him, as is afferted 
p · 25. I fay, t | 
 eonclude, that none but believers were comprehend- 


eſe conceſſions being made, one would 


ed in the term ſeed. But ſuch a concluſion, it is ſaid 
does not follow; © for ſuch a general conſtruction of 


the promiſe might leave it uncertain, whether there 
ever would be any believers,” p. 25. In anſwer, it 
may be obſerved, that if, the ſecurity of a ſucceſſion of 
_ believers depended. on God's covenant tranſactions 
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. that by determining the meaning of the term ſeed, 
the i — 85 and 8 of e baptiſm War be de- 
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+ Gad made to Abraham 3s meant thoſe, who have 
. rule to the bleſſings contained in the promile.; 
Tax: term ſeed points, out thoſe, who. have a title 
to the promiſes. The apoſtle Paul teaches us to con- 
* clude,. 1 the. promiſe is ſure ito all the ſeed.” 
Rom. i - Therefore, if it were the caſe, that the 


nl ry of Abrabam, imply as ſuch, had a ſure 


_ tle to the bleſſings of the covenant, they were reſpec. 
ted as the ſeed, but not otherwiſe. To ſay they were 
| the ſeed and yer that they had not à ſure title. to the 


pPromiſes, is to ſay, contrary. to what the apoſtle 
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ham, that he would ſux pply his Church with members, 


from his ee b Taifing up from among 
them, a ſufficient number of believers, yet it "could 
not be faid, that Abraham's natural offspring were 
reſpected as the ſeed, in any ſenſe which concerns hs es 
preſent inquiry. It might with equal propriety be 
aid, that all Gentiles where the goſpel comes are rel- 


ed as the ſeed, becauſe God bas now engaged te 


maintain his Church, from Gentile nations, in in dil. 8 


tinction from the poſterity of Abraham. Lea it 
might, with the ſame propriety be faid, that all man- 


Find are ref pected as the ſeed given to Chriſt, for 


Chriſt's ſeed is to be collected from amang men. 


: I The. Ik ery concerns that 1 which „Al. 


6. Bebe! mi covenant, or e a r to: 2 5 


. 1 18 ſo belonging to the ſeed Gm . in 5 
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- fulfilled,” OY oY 
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condition expreſſed in the covenant.' It is {aid, All | 


_  covenanits contain certain conditions; and no one 


> hath any right or claim to the bleſſings promifed,in 
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pour and friendſhip of God, See os 1926 on the 


erfermance of certain conditions, on the part of the 
erſon with whom it is eſtabliſhed.” p. go. 91. A 


_ prleto the promiſes, therefore, implies, that the con · 
"ditions of the covenant are performed or fulfilled, 
Conſequently the ſeed conſiſts of ſuch; and only of 
ſuch, who have performed, or complied; with the 
conditions of the covenant. Infants, therefore, To 
not be conſidered, as the ſeed reſpected in the cove- 
+ . Pant, on account of their | 
parents; for * the condition on which paretſts may 
expect bleſſings to deſcend to their children, i is a prop» . . 
e co a of them to God, and bringing them up 
mn the nurture and admonition of the Lord.“ p. 97. 
This condition of the bleſſings of the covenant cannot 
- be fulfilled, reſpecting infants, while in infancy ; and 
more than that, there is no ſecurity of a performance 
of thoſe conditions; for there is no ſecurity of grace 
' to parents, to render them ſo faitbful in £5 . 
tion of ſuch children, as is requiſite to ſecurethe ble 


jon with believing 


ſings of the covenant for them. 
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_ covenant title, and that it mult have a v 
CES as ſuch children were reſpetted, | 
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. 2 have no perſemal title to bleſlings of ke cove. 
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ſonal nent, to . bleſſings pr the covenant. —That 


the promiſes are wholly betwixt God and parents.— 


That children are wholly paſſive; and, that till 
ſuch times as they are regenerated by the 


race of 
God, they have no other rights than the children of 


” unbelievers. p. 10%, I 08. If what is here conced- 
ed be true, it muſt be certain, that infant circumeiſion 


and infant baptiſm were never deſigned to be admin- 


iiſtered, in token of any title, which ſuch children have, 
to the bleſſings of the covenant; becauſe it is ac- 
Eknowledged they have no title. 


And it will alſo. fol- 
low, that cireumciſion and baptiſm, as infants are reſ- 
pected, cannot import the ſame thing, as when an a- 


dult believer is reſpected; for. the adult believer has 
à real title to the promiſes ; ; but it is acknowledged, 
_ - that infants of believers have no rights, une chey 


become perſonal bellevers. 


8. Ir will only be remarked further, that in * 
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chemie. 83 
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But, infinite wiſdom was pleaſ· 
ed, to ſingle 2 5 out from all other takens. Perhaps, 


kreaſoning from analogy has been too far ſubſtituted 
„ for a direct appeal to divine inſtitution, in deter min · 
ing the import and deſign of eee 1 ee, 
. by 5 ſection iv, p. $3—64 © 
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ing what inſtitutions are; partieularly, == we Teas 
ſion from facts which are clearly revealed; but we 
are not warranted in concluding, that certain tings 
40 belong to ſuch. inſtitutions,” becauſe they may a 
Pear to us, as reaſonable and important, as many. oth- | 
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 enyrightor- authority to plead t 
fant, 7 is admitted, that it hath no claims or cove- 
nant rights, any more than the child of an unbeliev- 
er. And in infant baptiſm, it is ſaid, that * No 1 
miſes were ſealed to us p. 108, Aud, when ſpelling - 


8 45 ourſelves in covenant 4 with C 
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' contained in my inquiry, ere true, they would not 


militate again/t it, ſo fer as the deſign of 228. ir- | 
= "RW _ or 300 infant 8 5 iſm i is TORE | 


T was my tek in Sow inquiry on hls TRY 
ject, to ſnew, that under preceding diſpenſations, 


infants were not to be circumciſed, nor under the pre- 


ſent diſpenſation to be baptized, under the notion of 
their having any perſonal titles to the bleſſings of the 
cobenant; either preceding, or in conſequence of 
their circumciſion or baptiſm.— That, whatever cov- 
enant ſubſiſts between God and parents, it is between 
them only; and their children have no titles to the 
bleſſings ſtipulated in it. Should it be conceded, 

that there is à covenank exiſting between God and 


believing parents, reſpectin 1 children, as exten- 
0 


_ tive as that which j is pled for, it would not * 
that infants are in eovenant, or have any claims to a 
+ _ blefling. This is amply conceded. It is ſaid, 


p. 108, That the promiſes are made wholly to pa- - 


rents. And, p. 107, it is granted, that All the 
Promiſer of thecovenant as it reſpects the infant jeed "= 
_ believers, are" made to iv? ohne HE alone can have 
As to the in- 


of what takes place in baptiſm, reſpeQing the 
e it is fad, . Nor Goth this give us any more 


15 Diright when we come to adult age, to be 


< received and treated as thritians; and as _ 

| chan if we never h 

A been baptized, (p. 108. ) It is, therefore, fully 
Ws, NE: children of believers are not 5 in coye- | 
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2 


2233 


: nant; BR are not to be baptized, 4% token ofany per- 


ſonal title, which they can Have to the bleſſings of the 
-covenant, as is held forth in my inquiry; notwith- 


ſtanding the ſuppoſed. covenant, which exiſts,” be- 
tween God and believers,” reſpecting their children. 
If it were admitted, therefore, that there is as exten- 


ſive a covenant exiſting, : as is pretended, yet the bap- 
tiſm of infants could not be deſigned, as a token of 


their perſonal title to covenant bleſſings; becauſe | 
they have no ſuch title as is exprefsly granted. declare, 
s che very: principle advanced in my former inquiry. 
Asad; a brief attention to the nature of the ſup- 

poſed promiſes, which reſpect the natural ſeed of be- 


lievers, will make it evident, that they contain noth-- 

ing, which will conclude» any thing, againſt the 

ſcheme advanced in my inquiry; any more than if 
the condition of all the promiſes were, the repentance 
and faith of children. It is faid, there is a condition- 
al promiſe, that the children of believers ſhalt-ſhare * 
im the bleflings of the covenant. -; The condition, it is 


aid, is their being cordially dedicated to God, and 


5 faithfully educated by their parents. It may alld be 
fſlald, that there is a promiſe; that all children, wich- 
out diſtinction, on the condition of perſonal faith, 
_ thall-befaved. - The former, covenant. gives no abſo- 
lute ſecurity of the faithfulneſs: of parents, and the 


latter gives no ſecurity of the per/onal faith of chil- 


drxen. They neither of them amount to any thing 
more, than a tender of ſalvation. In both caſes, it 


_ depends on the uncovenanted grace and A . | 


God, whether children witl ever ſhare in the bleſſin 


olf the covenant. God can as eaſily: perſuade obs. bo | 


dren ta believe, as perſuade parents to be faithful; 


and the one is equally. ſecured with the other. In 


5 ſhort there is no ſecurity in either caſe. The Fap- 
poſed promiſe makes no advances, in introduein 


children into covenant, bey yond, what are made 1 inthe 


general tender of the e As Docrox HepkIxSC 
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rents rents faithful, in iche ſenſe of the promiſe ;—they 
bring a curſe upon their children, rather than a ple. 
ling... So notwithſtanding the promiſe of ſalvation, 
on the condition of perſona! faith, children may, thro? 
unbelief, bring a curſe upon themſelves, rather than 
the bleſſings which are tendered. 

+ WERE it true, that God had ſecured to . 
mat grace which is requiſite to their being faithful, 
in the covenant he eſtabliſhes with them, there would 
then be a connexion between being the children of 
believers and ſalvation, according to the ſuppoſed 
promiſe; although it would not conſtitute any per- 
1onal title, reſpecting the infant. But no ſuch grace 
is ſecured, by any covenant whatever. The implead- 
ed promiſe, therefore, lays no other foundation for 
adminiſtering baptiſm to infants, on account of their 
being reſpected as heirs of the covenant, than for ad- 
miniſtering it to all infants, under the goſpel, becauſe 
they are reſpected in the covenant which God reveals 
in it. There is no ſecurity, either in the ſuppoſed 
Promiſe, or rather tender which God makes to be- 


: hevers, reſpecting their offsprin Me or in the tender of - 
p 2 


ſalvation, on the condition of perſonal faith, that 
ſuch children will ever fhare in the bleſſings of the 
. covenant. In both caſes, children are nears ogg an. 
uncovenanted grace and mercy. 7 

Irx hence appears, that the ene relation of 
the children of believers ta the covenants on account 
ol the impleaded promiſe, which is ſo much infiſted 


on, is altogether ideal. Were it true, that there was 


ſuch a promiſe, it would not introduce the elaren 
of believers into any perſotal covenant ſtanding, as 


is fully'conceded ; and ſo would not militate, in the | 
leaſt, againſt the principal idea inſiſted on, in my In- 


quiry. And, if it be the caſe, that God has promiſed 


5 to parents, the ſalvation of their children, on the con- 


dition of parental faithfulneſs, but has not given any 


ſecurity of their faithfulneſs, it amounts to no more 
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chan a bite des of Ke ſuch as is 13 to 
all men and all children; under goſpel light. 

I is conſtantly ſuppoſed, that on account of the 
promiſe, now under conſideration, God has peculiar- 
lydiſtinguiſhed the: children of believers, and admit- 
wh them into ſome peculiar relation to himſelb- in 

uence of which, they. are to be baptized, in to- 
5 An en he their ſpecial relation to to the covenafit. It} is 

: _ if there. be ſuch a 5 that God is tendkr- 

ing the falvation of children toi\believing-parents,:on 


+» the condition of the: faithfulneſs of: ſuch parents, in. 


Tread: of the perſonal faith of childr Fader 0 Ch cans 
- xondition of the goſpel tender. 'Buyitheng its | 
y true, that ſpecial grace is as 1equiſite/to. rendbilp 
rents faithful, as it is to prodube faith in 9 5 
and ſuch requiſite grace, is, in nłither caſe, ſecured 
by any covenant. The ſtruth then is; that in both 


mercy: of God That, i In neither caſe, is there ang 0 
. of the ſalvation of ſueh children 5 71 
Burr, the. promiſe, at beſt; does hot. odderinhe 5 
children of believers into any; perſonal» covenant | 
ſtandin —They Have no-promiſes made to them, eis 
cher before, or in eduſequence of baptiſm, as is Fully 4 
acknowledged ther there be any ſuch prom- | 
iſes as the impleaded one; Will be -confidered in its 
r 
mere were ſuch a promiſe, it would not miftate a- 
the main principle advancbd in my ;ormer In- 
. This, I truſt, appears, with ſufficient dlear- 
= from the ohlervations” which 98585 So do 
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1 children ate at the diſpoſal ofthe” uncovenants. 
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The unten eee in Ws mob ito; the grack 
4 Ar, which G eſtabliſhed rot — 
. den ce sus a 
OT LATE 112 1 4 3 $5 0 2 8 ans, 1 
F IAT. beet which Goddiſpenſed to * 
1. braham wass radically and eſſentially, the coy- 
enant of grace is ana by all pedo-baptiſts. Ir 
EN 2 however, be that there were ſome . 4 
hinge, wlüch are to be conſidered as appendages, a 
to that diſpenſation of the covenant. It may 
wel ha fappoſed, that every. diſpenſation, of that i im- 
5 — covenant; will be attended with different regt 
wlations, ſuited to the age Of the world and ſtate of 
5 he Church, at:the time of its introduction, Sue 
Bo ies are mot to he — 
of the abvenant, but a app 7 me 
7a dees on acebunt of the ſtate and circumſtances | 
ofnhe Church. (this nature ih is fupps* Led thoſe 
| mee were; which Gad made 10 , ham, of be. © FR 
ing La father of manze nations, n Lad-of kings: com- 
a Wan his loins42>Ofithe nd of Canan 2 
a aneverlaſti poſſeſſion; 3 * TE ;/of being. the! progene 
a itor of the] fliah. Of this naturez were: the inſtitu- 
Bons of ſacrifices) fre. ander the: Moſaic difpentat 


| - * Wee s e 


A were re peda of thoſe diſpenſations of 


2: 4 tho/voventtt of mite. and were. ſnitedi: to the age 


and circumſtanoes of: the church; during ; their con. 


tindance. As particular inſtitutions and 1 9 


are varied, according to the different circumſtances 
of the church, conſequently, in every different diſ-. 
penſatien of the covenant of grace, it is to be expect- 
ed, there will be annexed e appendages ; Vs - 
$4 though the eſſential bleſſin s of the covenant will wo; | 
5 _the lame, through every di 4 iſpenſation. e 
Ang it becomes 1 that it N de con- 5 - 
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hä principles which have been advancetl, as on any other.” | Infants 3 
; E importzun: 
1 der forme! dipenſations. And although circumcifion „ 0 ed, | 


cent reaſon to believe, that infants are he e ba 9 677 45 5 e 35 5 i 
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Saviour, —of e g the end Canaany/ and of 


having: a church maintained in his family in particu- 


| lar, do not eſſentially belong to. the covenant of grace, 


ſo it cannot be:certainly: concluded, that any of them 


exiſt; under the preſent diſpenſation, becauſe Wey, 
did exiſt under the preceeding. | 

>>Prom this view of thole extra eee which. Y 
were made to Abraham, it was thought unneceſſary, 
to enter into a partieular conſideration of them, in 


my former inquiry. As it was evident, that Abra- 


ham's natural offspring were not 


** 


to the eſſential bleſſings of the covenant, it was. con- 

- chaged, that they were not circumeiſed in token f 

any fuch title, or as being [the ſeed. And, that ſince 
tlie covenant was wholly between God and the pa- 

rent, ſo circumciſion, as a token of the covenant, did 


nally entitled, 


wholly refpe& the parent. However, i it is ſince ſaid, 


2 that t e natural ſeed of Abraham were ſo reſpetted ; 
in the bovenant, which God made with him, particu- | 
larly, of ſupporting A church in his family, as. that 


infants were properly conſidered as the feed. Al- 


_ though being Abraham's natural ſeed . did not make | 


them as the Need to whom the Lord would be a : 


God.” A promiſe of tlie ſame import, it is. further. 
and conſequ ently eo children are to be baptis Zed, 


1 15 thing 6, 
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faid, is transferred or continued to Gentile believers ; | 


in token 6 he reſpect paid them in the covenant, 25 El 
the children of believers were e mow! e bo 
+ former diſpenſations. 17 . 
Irx is neceſſary, Dee is cater into. e ee 
„ ks confideration'of the promiſes which” God made 
/- _ Abraham, in the diſpenſation of his grac ius com> © 
8 enant to him; recordecki in Gen xvil 1. 18.5 e 


; comprovended in tho. 
1. IHAT bee mould * be. 15 


i 


— 
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2 Twas: Abrahani's poſteity-hould noffeſortha the | 
1 of Canaan, for an everlaſting poſſeſſion. FH 
promiſe of Canaan, however did not re in all the 

ſterity of Abraham. The promiſe o N 
that ſome of Abraham's poſterity e or fewer of 
them, as God in his ſovereignty ſhould determine) ſhould 
ho that land; and at the time he ſhould: appoint. + 
Accordingly, ſeveral generations were entirely waſted 
before any of Abraham's poſterity entered 1 5 C. 
naan; as a fulfilment of this promiſ. 


3. ANOTHER promiſe, which God made to Abe 3 


dee 4 Saviourſhould proceed from his loins. 

Iris to be remarked, again, that this promiſe, als 
though it was to have its accqmpliſhment, 1 in the poſ- | 
terity of Abraham; yet it never was deſigned to reſ- 
Abraham's poſterity, f in every line and direction. 


| There was a particular line from Abraham, in which 


che promiſe was to be accompliſhed ; ; in purſuin 
which line, much thei greateſt part of Abraham 3 
poſterity would be excluded. It, in the beging | 
lpetet, Iſaac, in diſtinction from amade; - tn 55 


Jacob, in diſtinction from Eſau. Ut 01% 5 


F 4. Turns was A promiſe made to Abratanif - Ay 
church, to be kept up in his Fantlyy until Chriſt, the 
_ promiſed ſeed, mould comer: #1 Hot 
IS promiſe, howeyer, did not ch bellen fr 
of other nations, from the church, as appedrs from 
1 xx. 48, 49. But then; there Was no nation 
Fate reſpectedl in this promiſe,” except that 

Which proceeded from the loins of Abraham. This 


is the promiſe reſpeQed;” where it is ſaid, that the - | | 
Promiſe which God made to Abraham * ſecuredithe . + 
exiſtence and continuance of real religion -a true 

church in his family and poſterity. p. 76. lt is alſo 
urged, that this promiſe is continued or transferred 


to Gentile believers: and their offspring. So that. 


i there 18 the fame ſocurity of the maintainance of 2 
| ERIN among t ihe mcg of Gentile: N 
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as hays was, formerly, of the. -waintainance of 4 
church in Abraham's: family, - - 
Ir is neceffary, therefore, particularly to e i 
55 this promiſe, and to endeavour to aſcertain its deſign 
and import. The following e ee way! _ 


ſerve ſuch a purpoſe, |. + + . ere 
1. THE promiſe was nlade to nein and was 
not transferred to anyone after Abraham 


Tux good, which is the ſubject matter of che rom- 
de, was promiſedꝭ as a reward of Abraham's faithful- 
- neſs.” And although Abraham's poſterity were reſ- 
pected, as the boch in which it ſhould be accom- 
pliſhed, yet Abrahain's ſucceſſors could not plead the 
promiſe, as made io them, in the ſenſe in which it was 
made to Abraham. Tbe promiſe might ever after 
be pled, as made to Abraham. Hence it is obſerva - 
ble, that the Jews in every age, treated it and pled 
37 it as a promiſe made to their father Abraham, in li 5 
tinction from themſelves. When God: beſtowed. pe- 
culiar bleſſings upon the Jews, it was common to ac- / 
knowledge them, as à fulfilment of the promiſe, 
Which God made to Abraham bee he remem- 
bered the covenant, which he had made, and the oath _ . 
Which he had ſworn to him. All the diſtinguiſhing © 
favours, which God beſtowed on that people, were 
ever conſidered, by the pious Jews, as. the teſtimonials 
of the love and feln pect, which God bore to Abraham, 5 
| in diſtinction from themſelves. 5 „„ 
2. Tu promiſe under confdtration,of continuing | 
gy * in the eee Abraham, Was not an wt 
| 5 N tial part of the covenant: of : 8 e "© | es 
Tux covenant of grace, in iis nature, no more 
„„ confirms 1 its bleſſings to Abraham' $ natural N 
chan to any other ation. Originally, it would have 
bpeen no more indonſiſtent with the covenant of grace, 
1 do have limited the tender) nd actual beſtowment of 
„ bleſſings, toiany other nation or family, than to 
HH  ' Abraham's.” Theſe obſetvntions, it is preſumed, Will 
r be eee _ and it is COOL 2 that 
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Abraham EW tek eſſential bleflings'of 


the covenant,.if, God had made him no promiſe of 


8 ſupporting A church a among his deſcendants,—Such 
aſpromiſe therefore, was but an extra-promi/ſe—an aps 

_  pendage:tq the covenant of grace. In ſuch a- ſenſe 
| this promile was conſidered by Preſident Edwards.“ 
Chriſt, che Son, had a;promile | from the father, that 

he ould. e ſee his ſeed &. but that promiſe, al: 
though it ſeemed a church, did nat in 15 to At ” 


Pg” Aue 4 ve Abb IE" 
3. IHE promiſe, unde: conkd J A. alhough it 5 
was to meet with afrflment i in Abraham's natural 


offspring, yet had no reſpect, and was never . a 
to be extende?, to all he branches of his family. 

enn Tau and their poſterity, were never . 
| i %edin. thoſe promiſes; which God made to Abra 
ham; either of inheriting Canaan of being the pro: 


genitors of Chriſt, or of -conſtituting the. Ne og 


This is clear from fact, as well as ſeripture declare» 
_ * tions, | This promiſe, therefore, did not reſpeit uli 
the natural offspring of Abraham. Ichmael cou 
ty a not have been circumciſed, therefore, i in token of (his . 
being reſpected in ſuch a promiſe; for Iſhmael and 
dis poſterity were, really, no more reſpected n it, thaa 
Ham and his poſterity. The promiſe, as to the de: 
ſign of it, implied thus much, "That a church on 5 
bs kept up among Abraham's natural offspring; but 

Pas never deſigned that it mould be as extenſive 
that offspring. Had God kept up a church, in Abra- , 
C5 hams family, although a great proportion of his off. 

_  _ gpring were excluded from it, the promiſe would have 

- © been fulfilled. --In this reſpect, i it wWas like he wt yu 25 5 
miſeof the Land of Canaan. God bound hi 15 
= promiſe, tor give that land to Abraham's ar th CT 


for an inheritance. But it was not the deſign; of 


: the promiſe, to ſecure it to Abraham's whole, _— 1 
5 9 0 It; Inc conkiftent? with the deſi ga. bf. 0 N 
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2 ward of his faithfülneſs, r ſhected-mankind, as 


nk abs not one of i Abraham poſterity Sund il. 
hberit Canaan, for ſeveral generations. Thus the 
promiſe, of maintaining 4 church in Abrahams fami. 
Iyy was ſuch, as that whole branches of his family 
might be excluded 5- And according to the true ſpirit 
and deſign of the promiſe; de no more reſpected i in it, 
than any other fanhly than all men are belege! 
"= the / promiſe. made to Chriſt, that he ſhould- ** ſee 
his fodd ; for Chriſt's ſeed were te conſiſt of men, 
as the church reſpected, in this promiſe, was to con- 
ſiſt of Abraham's natural e be one Promiſe 
had no reſpect to a0 men, nor the other to A Abr a. 
hams natural offspring. The promiſe made to 
braham, of the ſupport of a church An Bis 1 — 
reſpected his natural offspring, only; as the. body" or: 
_ people;'outof which the feed ſhould be collected n . . 
che lame manner, the prömiſe uf a ſeed to Chriſt, as 


| 7 out of which' that: ed ould be collected. 
The whole human race, therefore, re'refpeacd as the 
_ hed ven to Chriſt, preeiſely in the fame ſenſe, hat 
Abraham's natural offspring were reſpe&ted” as the 
. 'Teed, in the promiſe made o Abraham. The fact 
however is, that the promiſe- made .to Abraham was 
never deſigned to extend to all Abraham's natural 
Teee'; rior the promiſe made to Chriſt, to all the in- 
| Aieiduals of hs human race. This may ſhewe with 
what propriety Abraham's natural ſeed are conſidered, 
as the ſeed e By the promiſe, under 6 
ation. „ )* 
a further. 1 Is bebe concerning the 
promiſe i in queſtion, that it did not entitle 0 ears, 
done of the bleflings of h e covenant; to any individu- by 
_aVof Abraham's poteriy, conſide red ſimply as a de. 
© ſcendant from him. ee ih 72 . 
Tunis will be readily e For it is *. 
= prefely ſaid, Being children of the fleſh: did not 
mark them as the ſeed; to whom the Lord would be 
. e P. 16. And, p p. 15, It i on all hands | 


A\ 


% 


indent; is no promiſechat the Lord will 8 | 
hat being the natural ſeed of Abraham did not mark 3 


| | Chriſtꝰs ſeed. The fact is; that being men, does not 
wark any indivdual, as one of Chriſt's ſeed; neither 
idoes being a natural deſcendant from Abraham, mark . 


| - | ſenſe of the promiſe. W 
45. Tr is worthy of pavticularnatice, that the from — 
iſe made to- Abraham, of maintaining a ee in his | 1 


e ling ei rad on be rug, it. will; effeQually re- 
1 move; pr oak of the ſchema af baptiſm, n 
cchas been oppoſed: to that contained in my inguiry. 
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Sit is e it ould appear. 
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be a God to any but believers.”' If it be the caſe, 


any one as belongin 799 ſeed, merely ſaying that 

Abraham's natural deed were the feed reipeQted, is no 
further a deſcription of the feed, reſpected in the 
promiſe made to Abraham, _ ſaying men were re- 
ſpected, as the ſeed given to Chriſt, is a deſeription of 


Any individual, as one of the ſeed. of Abratams in he | 


family, was n promiſe which was local and tempora- 


y yoren: peculiarity of the Abrahamic diſpenſation, and 
"of the Moſaic, which was grafted i into it. 6 c 


It; is arifiſted. on that this promiſe < ontained a _ - 
ty of true religion, Among 1 8 natural esd: „ 


ede eee to 9 — ee eee l 1 
mp inquiry Vet, if ſueh 4 vie of the promiſe pro-; ñ᷑ d&;⸗ũñ 
desds | m.miſtakeand miſapprebenſion of its deſign, - rod 7 
- 1 „ the follow= oY = : 55 * 

rations, it is believed, make it eienr, 

that the promiſe, inſtead of its being one, Which „ 

deſigned to be continued over tothe gol el difpenfa . 
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FEE. 3 eile would- lead to a different concluſion-: But, ct. 


. 53 ern God entered upon tlie Gifpenſation ef the 
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"and and cifepraſtariees of the church unde; bessa g dit. 


donn... err Fun oi bail 
"hs 1. Tax» very tune inf: the: promiſe leads to che 
coneluſion; that it was local and temporary :- 
THE promiſe ſecured: to Abraham, A church, t 
conſiſt $4 yo natural Mipring: This is . — 
inſiſted on. The very promiſe is reſtricted to Abra- 
bam? s natural offspring as the people from which the 
1 churth ſhould be collected. The promiſe cannot op- 
_ Verate, reſpecting any other poſterityi „A likeiprom- 
iſe niay be made, reſpecting Gentile believers; but 
% N there be any ſuch” e n muſt. bela new one; 
for the promiſe made to Abraham reſpected his poſ- 
DE, 8 in diſtinction from the poſterity of any other | 
_- progenitor. It was deſigned, therefore, to continue | 
o long as!God: Aoligned i to continus his church; in 
Abrahams family; in diſtincton neee N 


and no longer: e ee 


Ader eee bee temporary; and a peculiarity of 
8 diſpenſations, as alf the other particular 
. = _ -Oproiiſes; among wü ir rüde whre: . 


FTuis was the'taſe, : 25 to the ; mate to R- 5 
dDraham, of -being'a father of m rs Mationsesof a ſav- 
zor from his l6insz—and, of his ſeed's poſſeſſing 'Qa- 
aan No one ſuppoſes thoſe! are continued 
dite believing s, under the goſpel“ 
Ae This con Ae er it probable, that the prom · 
e Abrehanl, of the ſupport of al churtii in his fami- 
ly, was temporary; unleſs ſome peculiar rbaſonꝭ, this 


en Tris tpith de there! were peculiar renſons ſor 

_ -vtle drojnife) under prereding -diſpenſations,' ariſing, 

bitt the Mats of the ne arti time, which do. 
not exiſt under, che preſent diſpenſatio mm.. 


ent to Abraham, the church tas in an infant 
. FINN. were not chen e * Saane 


1 


| | : 27 8 
operations. The principal character, that of Iusu 
ordinary preparations: were neceſſary for his intra 

duction . Ihe diſpenſations, from the time of A. 
braham; were deſigned, as preparatory ſteps long 
taken, pointed to that important event. — n 
Thur the way might be prepared for ſo extraoret 
dinary an event, as the appearance of Ghrill,;16 was 
neceſſary, that the knowledge of the true God, and“ 
of the ſtaterof mankind, ſhould be preſerv ed and: ple 

| meted in xhe World, This, made it neeeſſarys to 

God to ſelect a particular propleʒ un by ſpecial ands 
peculiar means, w Sο]mmunicate to them, cherkndwl 5 
edge of himſelf amd of his deſigns. At is true, t as: e 

in the compaſs of God's power, to have trained up all Ho 
nations, in the fame way z but this!muſthave-ſofilled! 

the world-withi miragles; as to deſtroy their uſe g for! 

| they muſt then have been fo frequent; that theywould:. 

have been ranked among the common laws of na, 

ture. And beſides, the way was not prepared for: 

ſuch extenſive operations. It was neceſſary, there, 

fore, that a particular people or nation ſhould beſep-; 

arated, and by ſigns and wonders, trained up- ie hee. 
knowledge and acknowledgement of the one tue 
God, until Chriſt mould appear. And Abraham and. 
his poſterity were ſelected for that purpoſe, aq} a res? 

ward of Abraham's: peculiar faithfulneſs, —Ant, a ꝑ t ; 
from all other nations, fo it Wag -neceflaryy that, this 
people ſhould: be kept; diſtinct from the heathen na: 


tions, that they might not be gorrupted by their vyices. 
Hence it became necefla; e ee hed: . . 
peculiarly devoted to them. On this was grounded. 
the promiſe of the land of Canzan for an inheritanga sn 
and the ancient inhabitants pf that good land werr 
| braham's-loms; ſo that nation was, from.the,nat 
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for the reception of Cliviiyritrredb!expedturions: 

and national concerns, in the great event; would; nat- 

uraliy imtereſt their feelings and awaken their atten 


tion. Thus it appears, that'thepromiſei of a church 


andi the conſequent enjoyment of means, made 


for and rendered the promiſe of the lahd:eff S 


neceſſary. The latter promiſe, re nerveffary; to 
e execution of the former , 
*Bidivxs the things which have been mentioned, 
chere is another conſideration”: which'poitns. out be 
wiſdom und importante of the promiſes, in-thè tine 
of preceding diſpenſations in een The great 
en b bleflings' of the covenant, of patdon 
= ation had been publiſhed; only m à very ſum- 
mary way. Their-falfilment, or füll ecomplith- - 
men, was future and diftant. The — God 
had, at that time, little or no lerperien of God's 
_ faithfulneſs in fulfiling his promiſes” It was neceſſa- 
=_ therefore,” that God Thould enter upoti/fuch'a 
_ courſe'vf diſpenſations a8 ſhould ſtrengthen the fairk 
and inereaſe the 'comfort'of fats, in thoſe promiſes 
- which! reſpected diſtant and invifibte things. No 
© meaſures could be better Caleulated to anſwer thoſe 
= „than the promiſes which God made to A. 
In the folfilmairof them, ſuch a ſcene of 
operations 25 events would neceffarily'take plate; as 
mut ſirike the minds of God's people, in the moſt 
3 manner, and aks ſuch impreſſions, of God's 
unchangeable fithfulneſs,'i in executing his promiſes,” 
_ could hardly be eraſęd The . — reſpecting 
the inereaſe of Abraham's family Ae the maintain-" 
auc of a church in it, nt ef ch land of Camuan for 
A inheritance; open bi ſeene of ſuch wonderful op- 
agent, as wayld affbid the moſt ample conviftion | 
experience, on the ſubje of God's faithfulneſs, 
ih fulfllingipromiſes. The convickion; ariſing from 
- oh filklment'of promiſes; through ſo long a'courſe of 
0 tie aud felt 4 Vaſt variety of events,” muſt 
ing the W to eke fax diſtant 
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and — Zoch Place tem in a certain 
point of ligiw. This was, in fact the uſe and im- 
proveinent, 'which Was made of God's faithfulneſs; : 
in execuring what he) had promiſed to Abraham. 
Hence; Mols enumerates to; the Iſraelites, the many 


rendering them ſoi numerous —in delivering them out 
of the hand of Fharoah, king of Egypt, and con- 
ducting them through the vll nete, &c. Heithen; 
| in whom? explicit manner, teaches themß that all 
theſe things ods done im fulfilment of the oath, 
which Godq had ſworn to their“ fathers. Know ; 
therefore (ſays he) that the Lord try. God he is God, 


with them that love: him and keep his commandments, 

_ t0:a)thouſand' generations?! (Deut. vii. 7-91) It is 
15 obſervable, 8 Moſes teaches the IIraelites, that 
tllis is the wery uſe they were to maktb of the diſpen - 
ſations of God, in the fulfillment of the promiſes he 
made to Abraham] viz. to impreſs on their minds LY 
ſenſe of the faithfulneſs of God, in fulfiling his promi- 
ſesz even thoſe which related to the moſt diſtant period. 
Fon the 'precetdinig obſervations it becomes evi- 


855 es which God:made to Abraham, at the time he: en. 


arily operate till che appearance or 


8 neceſſary, that a particular country; an earthly Cana: 
an ſhould be allotted t6 it. The Church under 
the preſent dilpenfation, has ſuch abündant experi- 


> things God had done for them; in increaſing and 


the faithful God, which keepeth: 'rovenant and merey 


1 dent, chat there were peculiar reaſonis for the promiſ- 
ehſatiofl of the covenant to him; 


_ Chriſt: And thoſe reaſons'ceaſe td exiſt” under the 
= _ preſent! diſpenſation. The goſp el diſpenſation, i is not 
15 a Preparatory: dilpenſation. 1 2 Savior has appeared, 
according to ancient promiſes and predictions.— The 
Wap is now prepared for extenſive operations. —-It i B 
no longer neeeffary, that the Church ſhould be con- N 
ſmed 10 a particular nation; and confequently: un. W 


8 ende, of God's faithfulneſs in accompliſhing: diſtant? 5 | : = 
zmf WA: thoſe. e 2 e 


"7 


* LY 


= caltine; as to 8 none ak thoſe ** fach a an. hi 
end. Is the end of thoſepromiles-wasto prepare 
| the way for the coming of the Meſhiahj and-ſo have 4: 
anſwered their deſign, they have ceaſetl. Ibis is cer- i 
tdteeain keſpecting the promile of the land of n | 
8 and as that pg was in ſubordination'to:the :othsi; 
oer promiſe, reſpecting Abraham's natural ſeed, o 
| {1 there is Teaſon 20” "CORCIUME, . that the other i is allo | 
WO termibatel. ld 
A4. Tyar the promise which God made to mw” 
nh, Rs stef maintaining a Church in his family, was tem- 5 
porary and local, is evident, becauſe: the promiſe, as 
appears from fack, has ceaſed to operate ever ance thei; ys 
goſpel diſpenſation was introduced. . 
Nor only have the peculiar. reaſons 5 th prom-. £0 
| ife: ceaſed: to operate, but the promiſe itſelf. | It is 
doubtleſs, true, . That the covenant which God eſp: 
tabliſſted with the father of the faithful (Abraham) 
made proviſion for gracious qualifications to be tranſ- 
mitted from parent to child“ &c. that is to his natu. 
ral poſterity, ſo far as was requiſite to the ſupport. of 
a Church in it. And, this was the fiinple condition 
of che promiſe, viz. Abraham's fidelity. From hence, 
it may be determined, what was the extent and de- 
ſigned duration of the promiſe. When the promiſe 
Ceeaſed to operate; that is when God actually ceaſe 
0 impaärt ſuch gracious. qualifications, as were re. 
aAuiſite to uphold a Church in the family, or among : — 
Wh - - - the poſterity of Abraham, then the promiſe termina» 
Wl ted. It willavail nothing” to fay, that the Jews fru. 
trated the promiſe, by their unbelief; for if the 
. - promiſe ſecured a Church in Abraham's family, it 
I ſeeuredthole © thoſe gracipus qualifications,” w 243g 5 
„verre requiſite io maintain it, through the — 5 8 
liaod reſpected in the promiſe. H there were not a 
ſeecurity of gracious qualifications, there was no ſecu - 
5 _ rity ofa Church. At the time thetefate. when God 
-___ ceaſed to impart ſuch inſſuence, or hen he gave the, - 
EEE 2 8 on 40; . the a 3k . "ONE 
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promiſe eber had any im! portant meaning. - 11 the 


5 promiſe only ſecured a Church, in Abraham's family, . . 


don the condition of there being a ſufficient number of 
believers in it; but contained: no ſecurity of aithmto 


n ſufficient number, there would have been no grea- 


ter ſecurity of a Church, in Abraham's family, than 


| _+4.0f a Church among the, poſterity of Ham. The 
E promiſe therefore did contain à ſecurity of ſuch gra- 

adus qualifleations as were necsſſary to ſupport a 
Church, through the whole period reſpected in the 


proniiſe. At the time, then, wen the Jews were 


_ - given up to fuck unbelief, as that a Church ceaſed-to 


exiſt among the Jews, and-they were rejected by God, 


5 5 at that as. time, the promiſe terminated. |. And this 


time has long ſince arrived. And: what is worthy of 
particular notice is, that the time when it happened, 
was the very time when: the Meſſiah appeared; when 


0 the ancient diſpenſation ceaſed, and 080 goſpel diſ- 


penſation was firſt introduced: - Ever fince that time, 
God has withholden ſuch gracious influences, as were 


| ug --neceflary," too ſupport à Church among Abraham's 
natural poſterity.— The covenants and promiſes are 


removed from them: and they are given over to con- 


: firmed anbeket.. They are become a race of yaga- 


donds in the earth ; and there remains no. tracks, of 
their ever having been a favourite peoplę. They are 


5 ; enen i aha a bye, mur among all 


the nations of the earth. bet 


8 9255 Bur at is faid, the promife r is 
not terminated z, fors although.it.does not operate re- 


- Tpeting Abraham's natural-poſterity, yet it is trans- 
nee ita. Gentile believers; 44 their natural po 


= Fre y—The;Gentile: Church is; grafted into-the Ene e. 


re tree, &c. On Which it er be obſerveds;thas it 


"La me to be remembered, char the promiſe under cen. 
0 7 Hiderntion is one, which: reſpects the natiurel-poſenity- 


of Abraham, in diſtinction from other poſterities, Ik 


- - promiſe of like import be made to Gentle believ. 
: «A rhe * from's 0” 


i 
AN, 
422 


6 248 made 8 reſpediing his polterity/in dd. 
. . .(inRtion/from; others. A promiſe of like import, re- 
Apecing believing Gentiles and their ſeed, muſt be a- 
| mother promiſe and appear, if it appear at all, from 
dime other pe / than that; hich wai made to 
Abraham. de e ATI eee, 
Wh Fognritanonr,. although it be the call; that the 
i 1 Church is graſted into the ſame? ſtock and 99 
RU. takes, with the-Jewiſh/ Church, of the root and il 
oo” atnleſs of the olive-tree, yet it cannbt be inferred from | 
| 2 þ woes that there'is the fame ; promiſe, reſpeQingtheir 
«natural offspring; as there was reſpetting that of a- 
braham ; for the Gentile Church may partake of the Ws 
root and fatneſs of the olive: tree, or of the great and 5 
nd {effential bleſſings of that covenant, on which both the 5 
3 1 Jewiſh and Gentile Churches were founded, without = | 
; the . under conſideration wich promiſe is 
but an ap ee that covenant. But: this. Will 
Re be . par | dered; Lore ms ſeQion. is ” 
=. "cloſed. VF . 
l ir bo eaten Bid, ore Rica 10 che 550 
ertinctien or termination of the pr e made, to Aa- 
| *braham; of the maintainance of. a Thatch bn his um- 
iu dar aachen dic promiſe is, at-jrelent, ſaſpen-, 
oe operation, the Jews;!Abraham's:matu- 
ea deſcenqants are in à ſtute ob rejeQtion; yet the mill - 
7 WE, Tongan be reſtored,:and- the: Promiſe again operate 
3 8 ing them. , TIES. e, 
1 e ee eee cok: inter e 
Ws $2 Ee meet. they will neber be ſo al-. 5 
1 Jock in; As q eee Which they were put, 
e Wis promiſe. Abus promife gave them a pre- em- 5 
. wien over, and diſting guiſhiech them from all the Gen- 
5 4 e nations. But when = hoy 9 3 
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repel" for 266 two thoufand years. And it 


makes no material differente, whether thoſe two thou- 
ſand years were immediately preceding the end of 


time, or in an intermediate ſpace. And, if che prom- 
iſe; may be ſuſpended two thouſand years, it may be 


| forever ſuſpended. The promiſe is, at preſent, ex- 

tin&; and it will never be revived, ſo as to make that 
diſtinction between Abraham's family and other na- 
tions, whirh it was originally defigned:to make, and 


which did in fact exiſt; antecedent to the introduction 


of the goſpel diſpenſation . -It i is evident, therefore, 


from 285 that the promiſe in queſtion was local and = 
temporary, becauſe i it has, i in 3 long fince years 


"on in its operation 
F- TInar the promiſe i to Abraham; of the 


maintainames of a Church in his family, was 5 on | 


rary and a peculiarity of preceding diſpenſations, fur- 


ther appears, from the ancient prophecies, and the 
declarations made in the goſpel, importing that the 


Gentiles, at large are introduced, under the goſpel 
diſpenſation, into the ſame Place, - reſpecting the 


Church, in which the natural ſeed of Abraham were : 


Pony by the promiſe ini'queſtion. © 4 
Strobo this appear to be really ihe ry it dia 


_ unqueſtionably- follow; that the promiſe, now under 


_ conſideration; was temporary „and a peculiarity of 


former diſpenſations It is ſaid, that this promiſe-is 


tranaſerred over to "Gentile: believers and their ſeed; 
but there is no intimation of it in the promiſe, as 


made to Abraham, more than of a — of the 5 


/ promiſe of the earthly Canaan. Gentile believers have 
an undoubted title to all the eſſential bleſſings of tho 


+ eoyetiaiit 3 but ;they certainly have not to . e . 


Which was made to Abraham. 


ſimilar to it now exiſts eee weng As all the cgi 
3 toda We . 
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promiſe now under confideration was 
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would beabundantly fuppliedfrom the 
=_— Ke bad. bers antectdently, from the natural:{ced. 


. 


Fasse, 8 Gentile Ati; their offeprin 
in particular. There i is, at this time, full and urtiple 
_ {kecunity of a Church, - in a promiſe-made to Chriſt, 


„by the Father, and in a promiſe made to the Church 
and declarations, 


by Chriſt. And there are 
* the Church ſhall be ſupp!ied from the Gentile 


world, as it formerly had been, from the poſterity- of . 
Abraham. Theſe obſetvations' are evident, from ma- 


ny things contained in the prophecies; || In the fol- 


lowing paſſages, the Gentiles at large are contraſted 
to the natural ſeed of Abraham, where the Church 
in geſpel times is reſpected. 6, Behold: my ſervant 
hon 1 uphold, mine elect in ꝛubom my foul e ü 


I have put niy ſpirit upon him, he ſhall bring forth j 
ment unte the Gentiles,”..;: Iſaiah: xlii: 1. And ver 


„ the Lord have'called tbes In righteouſneſs and 
wil Hold thine Land, and, ail Recep then; and give there 
e ee peaple, for a bi to the Gentiles.” ; 
And chap. Xlix. 6. 0 42 ler thing, that thou Hua. Ix 
Re abt pres te: raiſe up the tribes ꝙ Jacob, and _ 
te:re/tare the preſerved rach; :/-will alſo gur des 


Jer a tight: ta the Gentileꝭ; that thas og be'my, 


_  wvation-to the end of the earth!“ e 5 
In che ſucceeding part of the: dme ehaptor;: the 


Church is repreſented, as being in a r 


- - Cconlolaiaſtatgon account of the rejeson ef the Jews. / 
5 More eſpecially, becauſe the Jews hadi been tlie nation, 


from which ſhe hes always! *nxpigtiech ne beef ob 


as __ wemndorviq The Gdurchaos reproſenied;,s\complains 
: | the chitterneſs of a-tender:mother; when de- 


ing in al 
wo 2220 ol her clüdren. u ct N52 Lau bath forſaken me 
ER Lord hath! forgotten mr.. Ie ee 

1 e eee 10 her, by aſſming her; that * 

wor 


.__ einfAbrabam, ' Verſe a8. 8. Thus, forth the Lord: Gad, 
HBelhela li 22 myldand te the: Gentiles,: and fen 
f . Kaner bs. 


TT Peoples and.they, fhalbbei . 
4 2 e * 1 8 itn i ROT a 5 


S 


% wob th ee To TEA Cw Re... ee Een oe oe oo a 


"+ 
=, 1 
* 


t 


35, 


their ſhoulders.” | Verte 23 Kings d- by in ag : 
ing fathers, „ n W a 
l chapter, liv,” 4% the prophet; after calling upon 8 
8455 For:rhoufbalt break forth 


the Church to rejoice; 
on the right hani ahd an the oft, and thy feed ſhall in. 
_ herit the Gentiles, and make the defotite cities to be in. 


habited.“ Here it is obſervable, that᷑ the Gentilés at 
large are ſpokets of, as that-boty of people, to which 


the Church fhonld lock, Not to Gentile believers 


and their natura! ſeed; in particular. Hence the 
+ prophet, chap. luv, 1, and 6nward, when ſpeaking of 
the Calling in of the Gentiles and rejection of * 
5 Jewk;:ealls the” lattet, the Jews, 40 e ee. 


AL ubith tbalketh in way which is nut good.” =I 

_ tiles are deſeribed as = people; THot-as the Hatupab far 

of belie vers. Ian 

me; { am found'of them kid Dough me not. J. 

behold me, behold'me unto d ation +harwas not AN 
ny name.. "Theſe paffages moſt eridently teach; 


it aſter the r jection of the' naturat ſeedief: Abra 
2 the Gentiles: at large ure to be conſideredy'as | 
the body from 5 85 the Chureh ſhout&* Eecoltecx e 
memb F8 ee had antecedentiy collected them 


from ne Jews. Many other Ade in the prophi 
E Lake reith ade Ft 


ticularly id mention. ids 0 e e Te: 
5 Ir the New Teſtament, diere ave the Mes fehr. g 


em ubar alked not᷑ ſar | 


ſentation. - As in Acts xili/26, when" the Jews an 


_ raged with malice and envy; ſpake againſt the pred. 
ing of Faul rs nmr 6 00 Then Pt nd 8 


but ſeein from! fone 5 
you, but ſseing ye put it fm peu, and judge yr 
fel orthy of everlalfing 155 Lo; we % the 
Gentil. Here bo Genties Sele ti Alas e. 4 2 


Barnabas waxed bold and fallt, it was nee 
the word of God ſnould ffrſt kurs been 
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Dou Savin; in ſeveral, MD foretold dhe re- 
| Jention of the Jews; and, that the Gentiles at large, 
or collectively, ſhould//ſucgeed them, as the people, 
from which the Church ſhould be ſupplied with mem- 


bers, This is obſervable in the parables. of the! fow- 


 er—of the huſbandman, &c. EI 

Tun apoftles, with great e ee n 
8 idea. Peter, when ſent for by Cornelius the 
Gentile, after hearing the things whic 
for him, faid, © Of a;#ruth I percei ve, that Gad it no 
reſpecter of perſons, but in every nation, he thes Hear. 


eth him aud worketh righteouſneſs. is accepted af him??? 


The truth . the apoſtle, in theſe words declared 
what hei perceived, was, 9 antient diſtinction, 


between Jews and Genie was; tetallxsaboliſhed. 


2 the Gentiles: were introduced into the ſame 
1 e the natural ſeed of Abraham. Arccord- 
ing ly, all the epiſtles abound with the ſame. repreſen, 
tations. There it no difference between the Jew. an 
the Greek ; ur the ſam Lord over alliig rieb unte all, 
bat call pon bim. Rom. &. 42, 135 Lis There! is neither 
een Greek, $67 ot e moot whor ft; 
: From theſe paſfages and many other.of the; fame 
= it is evident, that the Gentiles, confdered 
lectively, are introduced into the ſame ſtanding 
with the natural ſeed of A braham That the Ohureh, 


in future was to be ſupported from the Gentile world, 


2 it had been antecedently, from the e * 


8 There 4s now the ſame promiſe, in kind, 


' reſpecting; the Gentile world, as there bad been, „ee 


ſpecting Abraham's; poſterity. F hl 


= Oh - „On the whole; ow therarious obſervations which | 

REY have been made, J truſt, the concluſion, that the prom- 
ide which God made to Abraham, of 

„ e of a ee 3 his natural. 1 Was: nth 


the maintain- 


J 


God had done | 
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tions; for that ks Aba julliy been inſiſted 
on, did reſpect Abraham's natural ſeed, in diſtinction 
from others he pramiſe: i ranked among prom- 
 iſes which, vüthdut exception; were ee 2a ray 
confined: option diſpanſations. The prom- 
ile did i rar e, af the. very time, when the 
former enſaticn- abr and the preſent diſpenſa- 

tion was introduced. The Jews-are-wholly rejected 
VSt Aich alle Gentiles are introduced; as the peo- 
ple, which Gol a reſpects, in all His giſpanfations 
relative to his Chubeh Finally; itlappearz, both 
IR the Qldiand/New Teſtaments, that the Gentiles 
mt darge,: inſtead oh: the natural- ſaed of Abraham, is 
dhalb body: out of which the Church is to be ſupplied | 


"8 witz, ae ee under the preſent diſpenſation, as it 

ne bad been ate from the offspring of Abraham. 
„ E is neceſſary to make one more obſervation, con- 
n. Saag the promiſe in queltion, chat it py e in 

ud 15 proper point of light. F READ. 
U, is enen Atypical. 5 1 05 Gs 
„  Wazn God made the promiſe to Abrahant which 5 
1; ve re now gonſidering, it was in an Early age of the 
ne World, and the Church was in its infancy. Very fen, 
d things had been revealed. Therefore, God adapted 
ag chat diſpenſ tionk-t6:the time and age in which it wa. 
b, . to operate. He dealt abundantly in types and figures. 

d, _ He pre- figured and ſhadowed forth heavenly things, 


Whale which wete temporal and earthly, as being 
 theimoſt familiar. There were et Megtr und drinks, 
 diuereawaſhings>: and canal ardlinances impoſed, until 
the time of reformation.” That is, until the goſpel 
day hould arrive.» Tbe whole law was conſidered, 

but as a /haderg: of good things io come, Accor. 
"avg, almoſt every thing which took place, or was 
© ordained was typical. And there is ſpecial reaſon to 
3 that the diſpenſations of God, concerning 
Abraham's natural poſterity, were. ſuch. . It is cer- 
tainz that the ggod land of Canaan was typical of 


heaven. Aud . inguit * 1 


5 | S, | \ 
* | | 


a Arab, inthe manner he did, was, in 
| to the genius of that ſpenfatien, a ic. 
al 3 and his natural feed Nerd = 
ar fit. type of Chriſt-andtkiv ſpiritual feeds And their 5 
having a ſecurity of Canagn, as 'an- inheritance, 'was 
A fit type and ee, that glory and happineſs.in' 
_ heave; whichrds ſecured to the CBE eee 8 
| Piri ſeed. -I is evident, . 
= . DHaT Abraham was conſiderecl ds the . 
MY | isinataryl poſterity, as Chriſt is of belicyers.” / WR 
ig 4 . Tr is alſo a manifeſt truth; that alk the Promiſes 
which; were made reſpecting Abraham's natural 
vere made to Abraham; and as a reward 
of his faithfulneſs; as the promiſes reſpecting beller. : 
ers are made ing a e e . ane to his 9 
deli / Fe) e 41 SEEN eie 3 
Tnhar all the promiſes. were made to Abrakim, - 
Which reſpect his natural ſeed is evident, as their ac 
compliſhment is always mentionęd in facred writ, — | 
ISR filment. of the promiſe uch God: made, and off. 
thecath which he ſwore unto Abraham 
- THz land of be 28 warrmidereck an 2 re 
of eaven. BSE 4. Eng 8 25 1 $i * 333u1, } * 1572 e e I 1 1 
Dal Tran the particular promiſes; roſpeai ing aba. , 
1 natural ng were eee evi » e 
deir being now ere and removed far ne 5 
Be fen as other typical Aidns are. if 3 5 
. 205 this nature there is ſomething very” N * 5 
7 b allithe tranſe@tohs Which related * . 
_ Abraham's: . offspring“ Since Chriſt, | 
was the fub/tance of all «the  ntient- types is ome, - 8 
aher 8 total ai * eee all: thoſe” trance. 85 5 | 
= are no pooulinr. Hu ay Ae wund ; — 15 8 
=: f 3 Poſterity of: Abraham. The cebenänts 'and 
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1 . ke promiſes are no longer diſpenſed to'them-:/ That - 15 | 4 
| people are, as it were annihilated. They are taken | 
dehind the curtain, and removed out of ſight." They © # 
. W ag. as . og Py - > : 

: . 15 8 hy 5 , 8 28 is 32 


| | +39. 
kind out of all danger of deception, from 9 "has 
ving once been a favourite nation. They exiſt -no 
longer as af nation; but are beconie a curſe in the 
earth. They are laid aſide, like a garment which ig 
5 ol no further uſe, There are no e traces, 
1 of their being a favourite nation. The tender 9 
: , bleſſings is 5 longer made to the Jews, in diſtinc- 
0 tion from other nations. Being natural deſcendants 
"ge from Abraham or any other believer, is no longer 
. held out, as a condition of ſalvation; but faith in 
5 Chriſt is proelaimed, as the loweſt condition of fa- 1 
vor. And, Canaan is no more promiſed and exhib- 55 
* | ited as the reward of piety; but heaven itſelf is ten- "i 
„ dered, as the great goog which believers may expect. 
here is, as appears from theſe obſervations, rea- 
ſion to believe, that the promiſes of God, which 'ref- 
pected Abraham's natural offspring were univerſally 
55 typical. This was the caſe with all, * excepting” the 
C tomiſe under conſideration; and the reaſons which | 
have been offered; I truſt, are ſufficient” to conwn ce 
= an unbiaſſed mind, that it was, alſo, the cafe in that I 
5 80 | . If ſo there is ary promiſe, and to con- 
cClude, n ee Ne, 205 Urhires | 
— by former diſpenſations. "on 
85 INA no eee which 1 46. 


WH ſigned to make, on the promiſes made to Abraham; 
ad particularly, on the promiſe weh reſpecbs e = 
3 5 and maintainance of a churel in his; 5 
„ on Which {6 great a ſtreſs has been laid. And ies 
ES  obſervationowhich' wy been made are juſt,” Ne ue. 
4 28 app * $i >: . „ * Feet | 775 
nee N Which God n to Lek” 
= ham, never contained any ſecurity. of faith and hol x 
=” _ nefs te all Abraham's natural offepring. „ 
Ins bereden, of W 53 
ao that poſterity; but it was never deſigned to ae 
8 ertend the church 10 every individual, on any . 
ö dition whatever. '* There was no ſecurity of the faith 
; "OOO a ear a>: hs more 
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7 i was a a ed of ths faith and: holinels of 
every. individual of the human race, in the -promiſe 
made to Chriſt, that he ſhauld * ſee bis feed.. The 
promiſe made to Chriſt of a ſeed reſpected men, in 
the ſame ſenſe, that the promiſe of a church: Fon Abra- 
4 Hana reſpected his natural poſterity. ). 
2. Ir will appear, from the bier ü sene which 
: 5 have been made, hat cireumciſion had hut a cirrum · 
ſtantial reſpect to the promiſe which; God made ta 
Abraham, of maintaining a church in his family. 
II promiſe itſelf was Fun a circumſtantial promiſe 
/ r an appendage of the covenant, under that 
; diſpenſation; and was a peculiarity of it. 80 far. as 
circumciſion reſpected ity it Ms hut . 8 
reſpect; as much ſo, as dhe feſpect which Was had 
nin that ordinance, to the promiſe of the land of Ca- 
naan. There would be as great à propriety in forms | 
ing a ſyſtem of ſentiments, on the promiſe. of an 
earthly Canaan. as eee which God male 
| Os, refpecting the maintainance of, a abe . 
| _— natural eee 1 VVV 
on the fore oing obſervations it appears, | 
that the oe promiſe-now made to heliev- 
ers, of the ſame import Vim the pramiſe made to Aa. 
__ brahamy Seen g a church in his family, muſt 
proceed from miſtaken views of the n, God "4 
dennen mne | 
„ Om ſuch a W petit 85 ſcheme of: baptiſm, 5 
„ which is oppoſed: to:thatcontainedin.my inquiry, as. * 
founded. But it appears from the onder | 
| 15 have been made, that the reaſons, for the ex 
iſtenee of ſueh a promiſe were peculiar to prec 5 
ning diſpenſations. That the promiſe irſelf 18 aboliſh- 
ca, as Abraham's natural ſeed; was raſftcteũ— That 
„ Bn the- promiſes, of ſupporting and maintnining a church, 5 
do nowreſpet the Gentites at large, an they 8 _ 
2's 3 the, Jews; and f not Gentile believers and; their 5 
. Be TK IN; Mts For TS e i 110111 55 
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dein cu in Yhs kenſe * ich Abrahams nam. 
ing ppt Hake the promiſe: which G 
mudel to Abraham; is no diſtinguiſhing characteriſtie 
of the trus u αeich ſhall n efential 'bleſſmgs 
of the covenant of grace. KE te 50; 
Monis lid in füwour uf 8 natural ſeed 
being be eau reſpetted in the wovenant. It is abun- 
dantly inſiſted on, that 'Abrihain's natural ſeed were 
the ſeed reſpected in the covenant, which God made 
with e e de MN d in the | 


promiſe which ( 05 
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— may ee "aver 
D be then i noideas, which lead a diſerim. 
ee he — Sec in any ſenſe,-which:concerns 
the preſent inquiry. 95519 % 10angy os 347 ho 
1 -O'imsxremarks aul uſes will tbe madepf the pre- 
cCeding obſervations, in the ſequel ich are hat 
" nece to: mentionan 1n/this place. 0 hain yhagh 
bum Doty 45 dict 06458999 A 14 by D bast of 
Sil ai Fer X | adi 
_ amimogay} Tomy bas tid Stn. 
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did not en chem the ſeed; they wer * rallied 


in ſo remote a (eaſe; as could no foundation for 


being eireümeiſed, as the real Teed, which: is; inticled 
16-066 romiſcs nnn wan giizubortai e 
Tin are two piſſages/dbntainied, »in-tlie. account | 
given of the tranſutions betwixt:God and Abratian, 
Which it is ſuppoſed do clearly teach hat & 5 
natural ſeed were feſpected and ingudet in the coe. 
nat; and that they were éirelimeifed as ſueh. This 
i8"@ident' it is hid, from thoſs erhreſtons in 
_ Gen!ixvilzy Where. God ſays, , This is my co 
nant which ye fall keep, between? merand j 4 u- 
al q not me und heh and mylcovenant ſhall be in 
2 (plural). flelu for an onHluſitns toveriant'* This 
cunt thefelh}both of Abrahanf ad of the circym- = 
led wan-ohild.” p. 47 Te Rich it may be te- 
plied, that iſ — v ant jour were deſigned, 
0 ccomprehetid- Abraham andthe cireumciſed man- 
child, it will: follow that the chil s- ift covenantin 


tue lame ſenſe in which Abrahder was ; fördere is 


„ me difcrimihation made. On this hypotheſis; thett- 
fore, the natural offspring of Abraham were dt be 
viewed and eirdumcifec, in ke ofthe ſam title mo 5 

n the . Abraharsoftätl. 
Vet this would geeordwich What ioifald = 
* 108. That . were eule to the Ad. 
Auch char Vaptiſm in infaseyn ges us no moe 

rig kit, wen we dom to adult age, 10 Be / conüdered 
received and treatell 36 whriftikns ai as being our. 
ſelves im cormnmewnt: God, thun if de | 
deen ied —_— 20 1012 003. 1 F a9th 
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— | Where Gl lays to Abrams ;ThoGutt 
erp my rovenant, fler que, thou and thy ſeed after thee, 
fuer generatiant. Hereyit is to he cnnkdered, God 
1s introducing a new inſtitution ; and is teaching As 
' drabam, the peeuliar-debgn;ofiity In the firlh place, 
berinfot ms Abraham, that.i it waß ngt deſigded merely 
0 bim . but that. It; Was. alſo denen 10. extend ito 
bis feed, in their generations. That Is, üs /iceſores 
=” they came upon the Hage, maſt; alſo; conform to 
the ſame inſtitution, | Haying,;enjained it on Abra 
bam and his feed or ſucceſſors, zn thei generations, 
to keep covenant, God proceeds to inferm e 
what he and his, ſeed, in their generations, myſt de, 
_ that they may keep/novenant,-: verſe" ro Tris 
my covenant which Sy (i. e. you and your ſeed 
Weir peg — I keep, at oem ow, 


Which com- 
| ſelves and theiy e — 7 —.— | We Ne evident, 
from this verſe, that che adult, and-wat the infa ſeed 
ee Abrabam; are meant by, che germ . becauſe, 
4 E covenant, is ren eircum- 
F 5 al ac 
hs ae mp capa ing male - c 
___  eldfrento;cixcumicife.} S0:thatbyAbrahamand his tha 
_ | ſeed,//is meant, Abraham. and Lis adi, believing ſeed | 
a 1 who ate. Sapabla of actually complying with 
n „Te their keeping covenant, it 
4 Ty for them. to circumeiſe their, male-chil- 
-" Met; which could not de 3 plicable 39, i 


DH ed 1 and his 2 Be 


dam ſche mean el it. Verſe: 
cchmeiſe the fle of youriforghkiny and it 
„ nof che Covenant betwixtimeand you., 
„ ae erein God, Abraham and his . 
. 1029922 * ö 20 2 8 Tr wude 
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"ex AA i evident, from the connexion there i 18, 
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3 Gao. Abraham and his 


| £xcumci- 
| fd child a for nothing had been ſaiĩd reſpecting ohil- 
; drengiexeept wich a view to:informing Aa thy 
it as ngeeſfary for him: and his adult believing c 
8 Nr ee cireumciſe fuchrebil 


to-their, keeping God's:cavenant,! iin 


between 
abe objected. text and the preceding words, that che 
plural ponouns pau and your:were neceſſary alth 


| there was nq reſßacl, to dhe circumciſed child in hem, 
I nothing more were meant, than 40 teach the obliga- 
os on adults, reſpecting circumciſion, and its ĩmport 


otimeaning reſpecting themſelvea, the plural pronouns 

Would be negeffary. , Abraham and his ſeed were e 
pesſons; unifataiy aeſprcted. in the eceding words. 
Abraham s adult, and believing ſeed were tieant by 
he ſeed. in their generations: bedauſe 5 
12 cirgumciſe , is laid on them. They are 


and, it is ſuppaſed, hry may. haue male. children to 
_ cixcumdiſe, { When it is ſaid, that this © ſhall be à to- 


ken of the icovenantibetween ine and; you? it means, 
Denmeen God, Abraham and his adult believing ſeed, 


be me and de comply wich the inſtitution, by 'Tir- 


_ entaciſing! themſelves. and their male: children 
abjected text, therefore, inſtead of oppoſing the idea, bY 
Wy d forth in my inquiry, is a direct ſupport; olg 
via. that the eircumeiſion of infants, was not deſigned, 
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f that an's natural ofsprin g. did co ufiſtues 
the ſeed; to 10 len the Lord llt be be 3 God. ex! 8 
3 Ir. i8 further. faid, 8 pre 99 7 3 5 525 
Fpofteri Were larly reſpected, as the 
. 11 the p EE to Ae from the o. 
Mm which the Jews make to their dlecion, ant 
the apoſtles anſwer.” Rom * and Rom, 1 2, 5 
* The ſews object, that their TEjed on Woll not Con 
3 WT with the truth and faithful s of God —That®it 


Would not confilt with the protiſes c hack made 


concerning 'tha nation, The ee bes on the 
e he there was 4 og rticulat reſpect -to chem 
* the promiſes. p. 12, 13. And it Is ſaid; that the 
Ae gives aft Nane, which Kippoſeth, that i 
promiſe 10, Suden 4 particular refpect 60 the' dri. 
7 71 ſeed FX ihe! Father of th the AS *P; 13. þ 1279 
„„ "might be ſuffictent, to re ove che appar; force 
4 of this argument, to fa „ that e natüfal ſeed er 6 
am were diſtingu 
Abraham, as theTeed out & 
_ who ſhould inherit the protiiſes-was'ts be cblle 
1 not as being the true ſecd, 1 imp Py. 8 
> Abraham 8 natüraf feed.” ad his Ta 1s r 
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| «Guniad" ks 7 he im bit of - this ing. 
ing 18; that the promiſe gi Hot" im ply, that the 
Lord would be à God to the feed of Abraham 
2. <. merely becauſe they were bis natural” offspring ; ; 
e but over and above this, they muſt be the children 
„ of promiſe E. is, on 
| < there is no promiſe, that the Lord will be a God 
| & to any but believers.® It 18, therefore, exprefoly | 
acknowledged, that the promiſe did not reſpect th 
natural ſeed of Abraham, in and fueh ſenſe, a as ga 
them any intereſt in the Lord as their God, only, as 
being believers %%% Na ATR ORE LEIIR. 
| BEsipEs; 3 chat reſpect Was, Wich vas 
a pad to the. Jews, the apoſtle 1 is clear in it, that i it 
ſuch al one, a8 conſt weed: hem the feed; . 
that it was their deing beliedefs. This is glear from « 
the apa 8784 Tealoning, contained in Row: x7 Xi, chap: 2 
ter. He there teaches. the Jews, thar' their”: tibelict 
Was the ground « of their rejeckien That '#o'promile 
ſtood in the way 'of their feed n caſe of unbehef 
hat their being the natural offspring -of Abraham, 
Was not the'leaft objection to their an: re jeqed. 
The promiſes, therefore, muſt reſpect them in t 2 ER 
character of believers, and in no other character. 


Conſidered as unbelievers, God was under no gfeater- | 5 


obligations to them, on account of the promiſe he 
made to Abraham, to be their God, than HG: Was to 
the poſterity of Ham. The reſpe&t which God" hac 
to them, merely a8 natural deſcendants from Abra 
e was, in itſelf, not the leaſt objedtion to their + 
Jonny 5 

TIE ablrbutions which (I been ade; in 1 
| to the preceding arguments, may ſerve as a reply to 
ſeveral other things which are conſidered, as favour” . 
ing the pofition, that Abraham's natural offspring 1 


were reſpected as the ſeed; mentioned in the promiſe. „ 


Ox the whole, it ap! pears, : from what has been ſaid, 
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7 HAT * there 8a hs hk [RG fa 
= .  _ and falvation of children, on the condition of 
8 parental faithfulneſs,/is efſential to the ſcheme of bap⸗ 
—_ lin, which is advanced, i in oppoſition to that contain 
F *in my former inquiry. If it were admitted, that 
wee das promiſe ofthat nature; and qualified: an 
3 that is, 1 trust it appears, from what has been already. 
EEE, advanced, tart would not. afford a ſufficient ſupport 
: 4 the; fe af baptiſm, founded on it, nor tulitate 
unſt the ſcheme. have advanced. Nevertheleſs, 
iKit can be ſhown, that no ſuch promiſe or article is 
contained in the covenant, which God eſtabliſhes, be- 
teen bimſelf and beli ers, it will go far towards ac - 
_ qommadating differences, If the promiſe in queſtion 
1 15 lid exiſt, it would afford; no greater ſecurity of the: 
i  falvation of children, than is contained in the tender 
we. >. of falyation, upon the condition of the repentance and 
_ _ tank of ſuch children; for it is not - pretended; that 
dhe faithfulneſs of parents is ſecured, by any-covenant, 
if: amounts, to no more than a tender of ſalyation, on 
" certain conditions, w 2h conditions, are in no way 
. ſecured. All this may be ſaid, concerning the gene 
ral Oc * aged which! is eg 75 he Crean . 
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2. Avorras argument is grounded, on che o e 
nant and conſtitution which God made with the firſt 
parents of mankind, reſpecting their children. ' It is 
faid, the fate of their poſterity ws falpended on chi . 
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Was 1 at their "MARY creation,. it is no more 
than reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that it is ſtill continued, 
l will be e through all. ſnceeive genera” 
tions. p. 56. . DN 
©. In anſwer, i it may be obſerved, that this argument 
1 founded on a principle, which would involve ſuch 
r as the author of it would be unwilling 
to admit. The argument proceeds,.on the principle, 
that the preſent conftitution; which God has eſtabliſh- 
ed, connects the conduct of parents and the fate of 
_ their poſterity, juſt as the firſt covenant. connected 
the fate of Adam's poſterity, with his conduct. Oth- 


erxwiſe it is ſuppoſed, that the advantages derived from 


_ Chriſt, would not be ée paramount to the diſadvan- 
tages, which, in the ſame reſpett, were derived from 
Adam. 205 In the latter caſe, thg caſe of Adam, the 
fate of all his poſterity, to the remoteſt ages, was ſuſ- 
| pended on one act of diſobedience.” If the argument 
muſt be allowed any weight, let it go its full ength, 
. and then this coneluſion muſt be adopted, that one 
. of faith, or one a& of unbelief muſt determine 
the fate, not only « of the next ſucceding generation, 
but of all generations to the end of time. Would 
1 advantages derived from Chriſt be, otherwiſe, 
paramount to the diſadvantages, which. were deriv- 
ed from Adam? 

TIR compariſon, inſtead of n 1 between 
ris and beheving parents, ſhoule have: been made, 
between the firſt Adam, and Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond 


ED "Ala, * Inſtead of parents, being conſtituted the fed- 
eral Heads of God's new. and gracious covenant with 
mauen, that is pplicable only 1 to Jeſus Chriſt. Adam 
Pas the federal head of his poſterity ; but. Chriſt 1s, 


now, the head of his ſpiritual ſeed: 'And, as the fate 
_ of the pe ſterity of Adam, Was "fuſpended on his con- 
duct, 10 the fate of men, is determined, by a union 
with Chriſt the ſecond Adam,'as a fruit and effect of 
bis atonement, As in Adam all died, ſo in Chriſt, 
'all his ſpiritual ſeed, ſhall. be made alive. The con- 
ae TIS W N 182 e wich Chriſt, 
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not a an ed N th pious parents,” 5 It is 

rents is highly important, as it implies, the enjoy» 
85 of the dell 9 of ſalvation. Vet, the {a 
ſcriptures. confider a connexion. with Jeſus Chriſt; as 
- thatwhich alone ſecures: falvation. We are no where 
e to ſay; As in Adam all died, ſo in believing 


cluded, that it is union to Chriſt, and not to believing 
parents, which ſecures the bleſſings: of the new cove- 


"heving F parents. 
the world by Chriſt ;_ this would give us reaſon to 


_ Ings to be tranſmitted from believers to their ſeed, 
nal parent of. mankind, p. 57. But, adopting che 


Inaſmuch, as the diſadvantages ariſing from the 


intimate, that the author would deſignedly advance 
would neceſſarily follow from the principle and mode 


der conſideration ? 18 
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acknowledged 1 however, that a connexion with pious | 


nant that Chriſt i is the federal head and BM be- 15 


as there was in the convenant made with the origi- 


fall of the firſt Adam, are more than compenſated EEE 
the world in Chriſt ;?? and inaſmuch, as the ruin of 
the whole human race was infallibly connected 8 
the diſobedience of Adam; ſo there is reaſon to be: 
lieve, that there is rovion made; not only for te 
ſecurxity of the ſalvation of the children of believers, 
Hut for the actual lalvation of the whole human race. 
Would this bleſſing more than “ compenſate the 
e of the fall? I would by no means 


Ir is further Go, « 1 25 che. e 1 ER 
Hom the fall of Adam are more than compenſated to 


ſuppoſe, that in the covenant eftabliſhed- in Chriſt,  * 
1 is as real and ample proviſion made for bleff. | 


fame mode of reaſoning, may it not be further ſaid, 


uch an idea; but is it not a conſequence, which -. 
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1 ol reaſoning, 84 15 e in the, Gurnee un. bt 
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„ mall all be made alive. It is, therefore, con- 


e connexion. under. 1 between ED 
_ parents and children, particularly between Wees e 

ee and their offspring, is argued from the ek“ 
bent of N r pe: 10 85 It 5 ids. 


. * 
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Chriſt's atonement we ende for the whale world 1 
That the covenant was ſprinkled; with the blood of 
Chriſt. And, that, The riches and grate of the new 
covenant do in fad, unqueſtionably correſpond with the 
worth and virtue of thet blood with which it is e. N 
ted, and in which it is abliſhed ; and are ' commenſu- i 
rate therewith. " But on no other hypothefic is this cor. 
8 fo viſtble, as on that which. Juppofeth the 
| tovenant'of grace to be /o ed redo as 10 p. its ble ef 
iner to poſterity.” p. 58. 25 
Is reply, it may be aſked, whiter! the prin6ple” 
and mode of reaſoning, adopted in this argument, 
would not moſt neceflarily terminate in error? Maß 
it not be ſaid, that inaſmuch as the new and gracious 
covenant of God, is ſprinkled with the precious blood 
- of Chriſt, ſo the grace of that coyenant, will unqueſ- 
tionably correſpond with the worth and virtue of at 
blood, and be commenfurate with it. But, on no 
. _ other hypotheſis, is ſuch a'correſpondence ſo ale, 
as in making effectual proviſion for the falyation- 8 
all men ? Or; wonld that have been tod great an ex-/ 
preſſion of grace, to cbrreſpond with the worth and 
value of Chriſt's blood? The principle and mode \ of 
” reaſoning, adopted in this argument, concludes as. 
__ ftrongly, in favor of univerſal falvation, as in favor ok 
the promiſe it was deſigned to eſtabliſh. That the 
© meaſures God will take, will be ſuch, as will corref; _ 
pond with the blood, with which the covenant 75 
ſprink led, eanndt be dondted; but men are ade. * | 
Auate, to the raſk of pointing out the meaſures, Which 
will beſt correſpond with the value and worth of _ 
Chriſt's blood. | Short-ghtes man would naturally 
donelude, that th falvation of all men would be fuck 


If 24 diſplay of grace as would, above all, 1 \ 


with fo precious blood as that of Chriſt's, But, rev. . / 
-  elation teaches'a different doctrine. concluſion, _ 
_ formed on the premiſes, advanced in this argument, 


5 can encunt to” e oy That, mere e . 


F 


5 vere deſigned: to 3 N 


5 Wy is ag in favor. of as promiſe, esd. 


. ing a conne ion between the faith and piety of pai 
rents, and the piety 028 Fun e | 
are may thi s in God's providentia . 
which teach:1 1 That 2 divine conſtitution, of the 
ſame nature, is viſible in wicked men's tranſmitting 
their moral characters to their poſterity... And, 

There is no more natural inconfiſtency in ſuppo- 

ſing, that pious parenta ſhould tranfmit a good moral 
Character ta their poſterity, than that impious pa- 

_ vents mould | 
© In; anfwer to, this argument, it may be obſerved, 
de it is as true, perhaps, that good men do tranſmit 
0 moral character to their poſterity, as that 
ee tranſmit a bad ons to their poſterity, 

And there could be no reaſonable objection, againſt 
che rectitude af God's government, if he had fixed an 
_  Inyariable Sagt en in both af thoſe caſes. But 
it does not appear, from obſervation, that there is 2 
{ fixed and invariable conſtitution: in either caſe ? 
Good men, ſo far as can be determined from obſerva- 
tion, in many inſtances, have very wicked and aba 
doned children. On the contrary, wicked men, 
| mem of che very worſt moral characters, ſometimes 
Huaave children, whoavaid the ſinful practices and .. 
amples of their parents, and ſupport an excellent mo- 
ral character. From fact and obſervation, 3 1 
3 it appears, that there is no fixed and Inyariable: con. 
5 ſtitution in either eaſe. 


iſmit one, that is bad. p. Go. 


Ir is evident, therefore, on 3 thas the 8 


3 eral arguments, in law: of the promiſe under con- 
ſideration, from analo however ingeniouſy ane 
were managed, do realiy conclude nothing in favor 7” 

| 250 promiſe. The Alden, 8 in eſtabliſhing. 


own and allowed 4 the ne W 


Turn; are other Wo beſides told bm 


; analogy, which have been offered, in ſupport of the 


175 e if ing 2 e e e 


* —— 
— RE 


Faithful God, which ke 
OT + 5PM. that. owe: him, an 


"3 
7 
5 
1 
4 
{ 
. 
i 

4 
IH 
ih 
"7 


it 


fulneſs.and, 8 pi pie and nog I” 
It is laid that the ſaere e clearly teach 
ſuch a doctrine. VVV . 
Ini promiſe, bie God made 1% Abraham, is 
conſidlered as a promiſe ofithat nature, and as trans- 


ferred over to gentile believers. - But iti a == | 


What has been already obſerved, that nd: ſuch eon- 


ſtruckion can be put on chat promiſe. The promiſe 


contained no more, than the ſecurity. of a church, for 
acertain-time,.in Abraham's family. The conditiow 


of the promiſe was, Abraham's\'faithfulnaſs/” But, in 


that prdiniſe, God never deſigned toicomprehend; all 
the natural offspring of Abraham, although he were 


ever ſo faithful. Abraham was faithfulj but the pro- 


miſes, às to their fulfillment were confined 


of Abraham' 8 poſterity. Neither Iſhmael Land; 1 his 


poſterity, nor Eſau, and his -poſterity;) were included 


in the promiſe. They were neither permitted to N 

habit Canaan, nor to en 2 part of: the church. . 
Boeſides, the 3 Wag promiſe which Was peculiar 
to former di 


nſations. But, it is unneceffary to en- 


large here, as * promiſe has been , 
conſidered, in the third ſection and elſevffiere.. 


Maxx other paſſages in ſacred writ, are Alte ap. 


3 poſed to contain, or teach the ſame promiſe. It will: | ] 
de both tedious and/unneceffary,.tocattend; to every. 
.__  _ particular paſſage, wich may be Frans in ſome: - 
wWuay or other, to teach or imply ſuck a: promiſe: At 
may ſuffice to atiend to ſome paſſages, on which the 
greateſt ſtreſs k has been laid; and to make ſuch ob- 
ſervations, as may apply to ſuch paſſages in ns 
1 . are ſappoſed. to favour ſuch a promiſ. 
Uu paſlages Which have been moſtly. inſiſted on; 5 
are thoſe in Beut. vii. 9, and Exodus xxxiv. x 5 


Ae therefore, that the Lord thy Gali, he is. God; 1 
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* the fathers upon tie chilaken, and upon % 

the enen children, unto the third and to the fourth 
eneratiof“ Theſe paſſages have been ſuppoſed to 

teach, with great explicitneſs, that the fate of chil- 
dren is ſüfßended on the character of parents, by a 
divine conſtiration. |! 2 | 
Tur following ber rann mah. be uſeful, in. af. 
certaining the meaning of theſe and other ſimilar pal: 
9 in holy writ. me 

FROM a Totifederation df eo nature of the fu i 
| promiſe, it is extremely improbable, that t 
or other paſſages were deſigned fo teach fuch a” CO 
nexion between parents and children. 
As a condition of the promiſe, it is faid; chat it is flot 


only neceſſary, that parents ſtould believe. in Chyilt, 
as tp,” but if fuck a 4. 5 es promife. > Tf. * 
a8 1 8 6 ſet he is 


parent be 3 _— 1185 bene. 
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org. "Faith in Ehtift; as mediator, is the gon: BE 5.85 
dition of new covenant” blefliny g and not a faith rn 


ſome part ticular promiſe.” It 13 Gümeult to conceive. 
therefore, Fear promiſe, ſo qualified, ſhould, exit f 
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2. THAT if it may be determined, from the paſſa- 


22 0 under ee that there i is a covenant prom- 


of ſaving bleſſings, to the children of pious and 
aithful parents, it muſt be concluded; alfo, that cer- 
ible deſtruction is ſecured, to the chil- 
znts.——It is as 

iniquities of the fa- 
thers upon "the children, for four generations, as it 


| Fer be ſuppoſed to he chou 1951 55 that he will ſave the 


ren of 5 2 75 and es | parents. If a promiſe 
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which can ſafely be inferred concerning wicked pas: 


that they are taking ſuch meaſures, as have the great. 


3. Tr is very evident, that it was not the deſign of 
the ſacred writers, in the paſſages now under conſid- 
ceration; to ſuggeſt à ſingle ED ONT ARE 
LCA 8 14. 55 ft 9 * © 1 5 Ws 

Wnokvzx pays a particular attention to the con 

nexion, between thoſe words, in Deut. v.. and what | ; 
| ſigned; toenforeea ſenſe: of the fairbfulneſt of God in 

keep | 4 
ſhow the extent of the covenant. In the preceding 
part of the chapter, Moſes) had Been enumerating the 


 raclites. He then ſaid that God had done all tis, 


= - 8 1 
85 * 
> * 4 7 : 

E £ 
- a N 


© 
2 
O 


punctual in fulfilling! his covenant. - Then come in 

the words, Know, therefore; that the Lord th, G 
be is God, the faithful God: which" Kkeepeth covenant! - 
and mercy, Sec. 1 4 thouſand: gefter atm. The 
faithfulneſs of God, is che great ting, which was 
deſigned to be enforced in thoſe words That he is 
not like fickle men, who:ſoon forget their promiſes z ä 


to generation, even to the moſt di 
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moſt direct meaſures to ſecure it. If that be allz 


rents and their children, then more cannot be deter- 5 
mined, in the cafe of faithful and pious parents, than- 


eſt tendency, to ſecure the ſalvation of their childrens | 
promiſe: Fe he But, * 5 FFV 
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of the covenant. 


precedes, muſt be convinced, that the words were de- 


ing a covenant which he had made, and not to 


numerous favors which God had beſtowed on the Il. . 3 
<« Becauſe he would keep the oath which he kad © | | 


ſworn unto their fathers?” That God had for ſo 1! 


long a time, and through ſo many generations; been 
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but that he remembers his:covenunty from generation 
, moſt diſtant periods! It 
was altogether foreign from the defign of Moſes,” to . 


_  ſuggelt an idea, relative to the exten; of the covenants !:! 
It may be inferred from the words; indeed, that te 

covenant which God made with the fathers, had as 

_ relpe&:to that generation; à reſpect. ſimilar to that 
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the theleaſt i een of, hack; a 3 as ate 


the piety of parents with the piety of children. The 


——— and ſimple truth in view was, that God is a 
faithful God to keep covenant, and not to ſuggeſt a 


inge idea concerning, the extent of 246M covenant, 


Which God had made. 


Six An obſervations _ 5 "dds on the other 
| ge, which reſpects the wicked; taken in its con- 
nexion.: There God aſſerts his determination to ex- 


ecute his threatenings. No one would chooſe to aſ. 
ſert, that the deſign of thoſe words was, to eſtabliſh 


this as a truth, viz. That if any parent ſuſtains a wick - 
ed character, that his children and his children's 


children, to the fourth ene Jhall. -unavoidably 
be damned. In? 13 „„ 


8 


Ir appears frem theſe etorationathat the * fie 


85 which have now been conſidered; never were deſign · 


ed ta teach the exiſtence of any ſuch covenant or 
promiſę, as that which ſuſpends the fate of children 
an th. characters of parents; or abſolutely. connects 


ſn ra of faithful parents, with 850 Pay. of, __ 


ildren. 


NPY 


Bur it Wande ated hat ſhall make ofths: many. 


_ decharations,which appear to promiſe and connect _ 
8 Piet. of children with the faithfulneſs of parents? 


Anſwer. Many of them, at ically have 2 e 10 


=) the generation of godly men. 


FFEFFCCC Kee a rafrett ap them natioal.. 


offspring of the righteous, they are to; be conſidered. 


as many other poſitive declarations are conſidered 


As what may 7 ho e hoped for and ordinarily expected. 
There is a declat 


children ſhall have long life, if they are obedient un- 
to parents. And that wicked men ſhall not live out 


ation, which naturally implies, that 


balf their days. But wicked men, ſometimes, live 


3 to a very great. age; and obedient children are, ſome- | 
__  times,cut off in the inning of their days. In zft 
WE Pe, iv. 14. Paul fays to Timothy,” < Take heed 


N de unto: thy doctrins; 5 for. in doing this : 


5 e t both fave y ij” ond them that hear thee,” 
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that, in caſe Timothy ſhould take heed to himſelf and 
* his doctrine; he- ſhonld fave not only himſelf but his 
t a hearers. But, will any one underſtand them, as a 
nt, covenant and promiſe, that if a miniſter is faithful to 
. preach ſound doctrine, he ſhall abſolutely fave all that 
her hear him! No one will underſtand more, by the words 
Ds than this, that if a miniſter follows the apoſtles direc- 
S* tion, he may hope and expect, to be ſavingly profita · 
af- ble to his hearers ; but; otherwiſe, he ean have no 
liſn reaſonable expectations of i it. In the ſame ſenſe, the 
ck. declarations which are made, reſpecting the efficacy 
n's of parental faithfulneſs, are to be underſtood,” Not- 
bly. _ withſtanding the declaration of the apoſtle Paul, there 
0 is reaſon to believe, that the wicked are not always 
ges "66 plucked away,” when the goſpel i is faithfully: diſs 
n- penſed. There is tlie ſame reaſon to believe, that the 
or moſt faithful exertions of parents are not always ſuc- 
ren ceſsful. The moſt pious parents have, eee ve· 
ets 1 abandoned childre * = LE 
{io Or the whole, from the preceding enn it 


18 evident, that there is no ſufficient reaſon to believe, 
the exiſtence of any ſuch covenant or promiſe, as ab. 
ſolutely connects the pious and faithſul exertion” of 
parents, with the faith and ſalvation of their children. 


molt efficacious means of the ſalvation of children; "ip 
and, if parents are unfaithful, they have no poſitive 


And this conſtruction of the promiſe does not render 


m Chtilt to his church, that che gates of h 
hall not prevail againſt it, afford perfect ſecuxity, 
ſuch a number of believers, as ſhall be- e 0 
online a 0 to * end of time. | 
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Faithful parental exertions are to be conſidered, as the 


reaſon to expect ſo important a bleſſing. Neverthe- 
leſs, it does not appear, that God has, by any cove- 
nänt; rendered the faith and ſalvation of children, ab- 
 folutely certain, although parents are ever ſo faithful. 


a 5 —— 


it uneertain, whether there woll be believers in future, 
as is ſuggeſted, p. 2 5; for the promiſe of the Father 
to Chriſt, that he mall <* {ce his ſeed, and the pro- | 
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__ - requiſite? It is, indeed, fai to be conceded” on all 
bands, „ That there is no promiſe that the Lord 
will be;a God to any but believers.” Parental faith- 


25 —.— of a title to the bleſſings of che covenant. 
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hends thoſe things, which are requiſite to the 
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—A covenant ever ſuppoſes two contracting parties. 


| Inithe: covenant of grace, the parties concerned are 


God and men. In that covenant, God gives himſelf, 
gonditionally, to men, as their God. The en : 
inquiry, refpeCts thoſe things which are requiſite, on 

the 1 men, is me condition of N ons as 


Fr has been mid, that parental füthfulneſs s hes 


7 condition of the covenant, as the children of believers: 
are reſpected. But it may well admit of a queſtion, 
d. 


whether ſomething further re perſonal be not 


— 


fulneſs, therefore, does not comprehend the condition 
of the covenant, reſpecting the children of believers; 


- forzfantecedant to ſuch children having à title to the 


bDleſfings of the covenant, they muſt be believers. No 
claims can be made to the bleſſings of the eovenant 


; e any other covenant, till Tag rer 5 


5 conditions are fulfilled. 85 


War is the condition of e e of grace? | 


: An: ver want queſtion, although an important 


It is conceded, on all hands, that be- 
effary to a title, to the Lord; as our God. 


1 n it is certain, that he that believeth mall be 
Aaved;” or, inherit the bleffings of the cbvenant. 


| Why terin or condition, of enjoying a title. to new 


- eovenanit;bicflings, is tlie ſame, as it reſpects the Jew; 
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Teſtament ox the new. Cireumciſion, which was 2 
| token of Abraham 's coenamt-ſtanding, was @ fed! of 
_ the righteouſneſc: of this faith. Faith was always en- 


joined, on Abraham's poſterity, as the eating of 


the covenant z and they finaliy fell, through anhelieft 


The. goſpel enjoins faith. as the loweſt, and yet a cer. 
tain condition of pardan and falyation. It is difficult 


to acegunt ſor it, how the natural Offspring of Abra- 
ham:came-to'be;confdered as the ſeed mentioned in 


the covenant, When the  feriptures teach: us, wich % | 
great explicitneſs, that it is being 6:Chriſt's'? and has 


85 ving the faith of Abraham, which conſtitutes esd 


| —the children which the covenant reſpecdts . 


AN + it is neceſſary to obſerve, that penſtinal 
faith | is pequiſize, to a, perſonal title to the bleflings of 


| the comphants” The faith of one perſon; is never the 


condition of the covenant, reſpecting another A he- 


lever may be made, a ſpecial. means of the faith an 
 falvation of another perſon 3 but, the faith of one. 
 perſan.was never conſidered, as the conditien, on | 
Which, another perſon ſhould enjoy à title to nen 


covenant bleſſings, - Ed. . chat eee 
ſpall be ſaved.” RH 79% 0:46 w60 


Ir is necallary. to obſerve again. that i it is the ac - 
iſe of faith; which. is the condi» 
tion of the covenant. A propoſal: of the. covenant - 
does not conſummate a covenant-ſtanding, or title to 


| the bleſſi ngs of the covenants hut it is the real exiſt- 


: tual exiflence and exenci 


= ———_—_———— faith. Hence then, it may be 


Loncluded, that eee, of the ogvenant of gtacs 
7 be rope lee aud. ner. 1 
bleſlings-{tipulated 10 elle No ons 


is faith in Chriſt z o 
5 ei e 7 It is indesd eongec 


ht or claim 40: the bleſſings. ptomiſed 


5 « in the covenants otherwiſe than upon a. Compliance {> + 3-0 
- « .with:the. conditions of the covenant. There is ne 


opriety in ſpeaking of an infant's right to bap⸗ 
gs or to any other TUNG of WE. cavenant OR, 
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I sHAIL now proceed 


Aon z being in coven 


ner; by ſuch as will never 


Ir may, finally, be obſerve 
nant does not conſiſt in ever ſo firm a ſechrity of 
faith, in ſome future time, All which could be ſaid 
in ſuch a caſe would be, that a perſon certainly will, 
in ſome future time be in cove ant; but at preſent 
has no title to covenant bleſſings. Therefore, there 
bs. the higheſt impropriety in ſpea 
being in covenant, on account of any 
ity of faith in ſome future time; for, at prefent, they 
ue not in covenant. Nothing ſhort of an actual com- 
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grace, in virtue of any covenant whatever, eſtab- 


* liſhed with its parent We no where find any 
ec covenant fubſiſting betwiæt God, and any partieu- 


not be baptized, in token of their being in coVenant. 
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chat were meant all who enjoy the gofpel, whether 
. 5 1 2 1 N 1 „ r 
believes or unbelievers, ſaints or finners, would be 
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bare enjoyment of cyer ſo great external advantages, 


advantages may be enjoyed, in the moſt liberal man- 
ord as their 
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to conſider, what is meant, 
- by-heing-in-covenantt oO 8 
By being in covenant, is meant, not only being 
under obligations to perform covenant duties, but 
having a title to the bleflings of the covenant.—It 
does never mean, ſimphy, that perſons are repected in 
tms dilpenfation; or tender of the covenant; for, if 


for ſecuring the bleſſings of the covenant. External 


ſuppoſed ſecu- 


* lar perſon, which promiſeth the bleſling- of the fa! 
„. vour and friendſhip of God, otherwiſe than on the 
, performance of certain conditions, on the part of 
c. the peiſon with whom it is eſtabliſhed.” p. 903 91. 
If the ſentimenes contained in this quotation are true, 

- as they doubtleſs are; it muſt certainly follow, as is 
Hhaueeld forth in my former inquiry, that infants are not 
in covenant, by virtue of any covenant, exiſting be- 
tween God and their parents; and conſequently can- 
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y ance, "with « or . on 0 e 8 15 the 
u- . covenant, can give a title fo its promiſes. 8 noth- 
a: ning ſhort, of a real title to the bleſſings of the cove- 


nant, introduces. any one into a covenant-ſtanding. 
| And, as faith. is the condition or term of the cove- 
nant, ſo-none. but real believers have a real covenant- 
ſtanding.” "Infarits cannot be conſidered, as being in 
covenant, on account of any. promiſe which may — 
cure faith; in ſome; future time; and eſpecially be. 
fore the condition of the Appoled promiſe is per form. 05 
ed; and above all, "when apa pat of its ev. 
er en pero Tr | e | 5 
Tun next-inquiry. re ects. t the deſign of civeum: 
ciſion. 5 3 ö . 71 is: 101 . 7 2 TEE 
e ee 2s a divine We 8 POR 
ted, when: God directed Abraham to keep his cove- 3 
nant, and as requifite to it. Cod /aid unto bra 
bam, thou Gals keep ny covrnant, Ec. This ir the co „„ 
nan Ware ye ſhall keep, Se. Every man-child ambng © 
dau [ball be circumciſed, c. Gen. Xvi. 9, 10, It Va : 
therefore, as. is generally believed, an inſtituted figg 
6f the covenant, to be practiſed through the whole of ;. | 
that diſpenſation. it may be obſerved further; that 
it was not deſigned, as a general token of a covenant, 
in Which God Was ready to tranſact with men; but 
it was an open and public ſign, that the perſon, ho 
ately ſubmitted to it, wWas in covenant; or it was a 
fign, that the circumciſed; adult, at the time of its ad· 
miniſtration Vas in covenant, or a belieyer. Hence, 
E ee it is ora He received the ſign of cir» 
Fumeiſion, a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of the th which. 
he had, yet bein ph rnb rant Rom. iv. ao It 1 was, 
doubtleſs, of the ſame import, reſpeRing- every cir. | 
 cumeiſed adult. And it is conceded, that, To the 
9 arent it was God's ſeal of the ſubject's title to eternal 
Ale. p. 33.“ And Circumciſion was a yur ws” 
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mer an it aa infiſted on, dag it was A joint ao 
= with the parent's. circumciſion, of the covenant, 

or, that the parent did keep covenant with God. God 
required Abraham, as a requiſite to his keeping core - 
nant, to circumciſe his male- children: And, at the 
ſame. time declared, that this ſhould be a token of the 
Fopenant between him and Abraham. ircumciſion, 
ie is granted, implied, the. dedication of the male- 
child. And the dedication of children muſt be con- 
adered, as 2 diſcharge of à capital branch of the pa- 
rent's covenant... And what, beſides dedicatien, could 
be ſignified, reſpecting the child? No promiles, it is 
acknowledged, were le aled to the child. Dedication, . 
With all che obligations; and duties Which are implied 
in it, it is acknowledged was ſignified Ill the cove. 

REY _ nant .tranſaQtions Which were Tale. in it, it is ac - 
| knowledged were between God and the arent, p. 


107. And'it is certain, that a parent could not have 
kept God's cavenant without the. circumciſion of bie | 
male- child It was, therefore, in its nature, a "= 
E with the 3 abs: 3 A was 


. 173 ds 10 Sh had: no covenant. rights 
> its own, as is frequen any acknowledged. As 4 
ſign of the covenant,. it mu 
rent ; fox all the covenant. tranſactions. lien in it, 
_- between God and the: parent.—Fhis conclufion 
cht be formed, from the follow . 5 
-_ © Whates ng? X (gene there is" reſpeQing the, 
2 0 2 e TubGiſts » whe «4 3 


0 „Tu foregoing; abſeryations. m e 1 9 | 
e the. deſign of. 5 he AS 5 and 
2 reſpected. They will, perhaps, 
5 of rale 1 
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The SEED reſpected in the Abrahamic covenant, or cave- [ et 
un of grace war @ ſpiritual ſeed. | 
x bed reſpeRed in the Abrabamic .covenant, 
1 or covenant of grace, conſiſted of thoſe, who 
had a title to the good things | which. were contained 
in it. Should it be admitted, that during the con. 
 tinuance of the Abrahamic and Moſaic diſpenſations, 
the ſeed did conſiſt of ſuch only, as were natural de- 
ſcendants from Abraham, yet it could not be infer- 
red from thenics, that Abraham's natural ſeed were 
the ſeed reſpected in the covenant; becauſe, ſome- 
thing, over and above being a deſcendant from A- 
braham, was neceſſary to conſtitute the ſeed. Chriſt's 
true ſeed will conſiſt of men, yet men, confidered as 
men, cannot be called the ſeed; becauſe, ſomething 


5 


\ 


over-and-above-being* ſimple men, is .neteſſary to 
conſtitute-the ſeed. The ſeed of Chriſt and the ſeed” 
of Abraham do conſiſt of thoſe, who have a real title 
to the bleſſings of the covenant. The apoſtle Paul 
denches this in expreſs terms; Rom. iv, 16. „There. 

of faith, that it might be by grace, tu tbe enοjHttt 


ere u ii — 
| #he;promile” might be fure to AlL the ſeed; not to 5 
that only which is of the law, but to that. alſo tubich in 
| ofithe faith of Abraham; the it the father of us all.” | 
According to the-apoſtle, the ſeed under every din 
penlation, conſiſts'of thoſe,” Who have a ſure title to 
the promiles. + Beſides, it is conceded, p. 4, that. 
_ * Whatever beſſings were laid up in the promiſes for 1 
Abraham, were equally laid up for his ſeed, _ 
Whatever ſecutity there: was, thit the Lord ä 


4 


would be the God of bis feed. The promiſes weren 
Dot lingly.-to Abrabam, but; they wers to him and 
his ſeed. If this he the caſe, then the ſeed have 
ae MUErett; and title t the promiſes and the — 
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55 is which alone connects with the bleſſing af the 'cove. - 
5 = and eſtabli tes har title c them, which! Abra- 
ha a and J'thas believers” conflituts' ow bern. | 


1 | 
; 2. 4 
— 
ſame ſecurity "if the good things. romiſed, which 


Abraham had. Suck and ſuch only, therefore, as 
have that title and ſecurity which Abraham had, can 
be conſidered as the ſeed. The covenant. vonkders 


and reſpects ſuch as the trus ſeed. But; had all the 


ere ſeed of Abraham, and have all the natural 
ſerd of believers, the ſame title to and the ſame ſegu- 
tity of the bleſſings of the covenant, which Abra 
had! It is granted and expreſsly affirmed, that Net 
have no other rights than the children of unbelievers, 
till God ſhall beſtow converting grace upon them, 
p. 108. lt appears, from the words: of the/apoſthe 
Baal, and from the preceding quotation, that the 
in the ene conſiſts of: fach and ſuch 
only, Who have as. 
ham had, to the blet ings 127 and ſecured in 
_ the covenant, :. VVV 
- 61D remains, therefore, to 
- which gives one à ſuxe title to the promiſes. Tf 
it can be "determined, what that is which does give 
ure title to the 
_ certainty, of hom the ſeed conſiſts Mh belon g te 
it and are reſpected as fuchy” It is certain, that bein 
2 8 of Abraham ww to bo fleſh, ra chile 


5 ds 06 d to 90 1 tit 5 p. 1 8. n 


"th tbe, to make it evident, that faith in Ohriſt 1h 
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or as ſure à title as Abra- 
been, Mahue that is | 


promiles, it can be'determined, "with 


ürther attemptetl, in this” 9 400 An, 


D as 


"vx 22 
* 
edi in a the coyenan . therefore, is a, ritual and 
| natural ' feed, © "That this i is the, ca 2 appears wins 
followin confidetations. Ds 
ns 4; Ir ich h were not 'neceflary, to the'enjoyment of | 
a title to the' 'bleflings of the © FER, and to. Foal 
rute the Jon then unbelievers) migh 


LESS 


Lal Had. 3 0 that £46; 1 98 Cl 
6 oo of the old Teſtament or the new? If that, were 
che caſe, why does the apoſtle Paul expreſs himſelf i in . 
the following x manner? * They which are of FAITH, — 
| the ſame are the ' hildren of Abrabans A, which be! 0 
of FAITH are Bleed with faithful : braham. C 
400 the children of Gad by FAIT 1 Gal. i ji. 7, 9, _—_ Y 
if 3 may have, as good; a title to and as firm, 
5 alecy h of the bleſſings of the covenant as 


| ham. had, why 8 5 Chriſt. commillionate his diſcipl 
©s x rr a 2 a 585 e that belicveth. net FF 2 
71 Mie no. wehrt. Wieder a natural; Heeg ant. 
from Abraham or not, can haye a ſure title, to the 
bleflings of the coyenant,-even as ſure a title as Abra: 
bam had, then it will follow, as 2 certain conſequence, _ 
that believers alone do ce 7 are relpedted. 


the ſeed; and K Fae 75 1 the hdr a= 
11 . the ſents is a pi 7 he 1 
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4 Jvenant, b faith, / 

5 Tut ſeed have the dune e, to Wege $ "of the" 
? | covetiant, which Abraham had ; - and, if Abraham' 
d. e Nt W W 0 0 A, a other condi 
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may be A ieh Schade that believers s only 
e ſeed, or are reſpected as. ſuch... It i is not 


to be goes ſed, that faith; was requiſite to fecur e cov- 


 exiant-bleſſings to Abraham, and not to his 


poſterity 


721 there were different conditions of the Covenant 


is 48 certain. 7” 0G They « 
20 faithful een, | 


fame” are the children 


5 8 for others. 


of 2 * 


for Abraham, from thoſe which were pre- 
That Abraham s title took place, 
- through faith, cannot be doubted; and that the ſame 

-thivg is requiſite, to,conſtitute other perſons his ſeed, 
which. be of faith are bleſſed 
'T hey which are of faith the. 


Gal. iii. 6, 9s 


n was the faith of Abraham, Which entitled him 


r 


to the bomiſes, and as it is faith Which entitles ot 

them, and Couſtitutes them his children, a1 

| Introdiices them to 4 title to the bleſſin Ef che cov- 
naut, it will follow that believers are 5 : 

di m the covenant, and that che : 

Is, a ſpiritual ſeed.” 

III [Fur fame 


nach | 


Wes appears, 8 hence. as. 


1 ſeed of Abi Were nat, as ſuch, ho 
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ted reſpee - 
d, of ads] | 


Ed ag the ſeed reſpecded i in the covenant. That 205 


_ ſpring 


_ whatever reſpect there was to Abraham“ 15 natural of- 


in the covenant God d with Him, it is cer- 


tain, that it did not conſtitute all his natural offspring 
the Ned. —}/maet, who was Abfaham's child, was 


not conſidered as having any title to th 
aud was not relpected! in the covenant. This app ears 
from Abraham's interceſſion... on bis behalf. * 
that Iſhmael might live before thee. And God fald. 

Sarah th wife thall bear thee a fon, indeed ; 


NY SORES 


F an 12 f 


| . As for 


| promiſes, 


pn 2 


g 2 


fay, that he gHabliſbes bit covenant with I/bmael ; but 
he does ſay, that he eſtabliſlies his covenant with 1/aac, 
in diſtinttion from Iſhmael. He ſays, that he will 
bleſs Iſhmarl, by rendering him fruitful, &c. It is 
evident, from the whole tenor and complexion of the 
declaration, that Iſhmael vas hot reſpected, in the 
pPrpmiſe; as one of the ſeed who ſfiould inherit the 
promiſes. In my former inquiry this was introdu- 
ced} with a deſign to ſnow that eireumciſion, as in- 
fants were reſpected, was not intended as a token, 
that ſuch infants were in covenant; hecauſe, Iſnmael 
was circumciſed as well as Iſaac, when it was declar- 
edi at the ſame time, that Iſpmael was not reſpected 
in the covenant.“ The argument was not deſigned 
to ſhow, that God, in the diſpenſation of his covenant, 
had not ſome ſpecial deſigns reſpecting Abraham's 
natural ſeed ; particularly that part of it, which deſ- 
cended from the loings of Iſaac, Jacob, &c. But, 


reſpected in the covenaut, nor were circumciſed in to- 
ken of their covenant· ſtanding. This it was ſuppo : 
Jed would be evident, from the conſideration, that à 


caſe of Iſhmael. This argument, it is believed, is a 
concluſive one: notwithſtanding the objections which 
have been made to.it, —lt is ſaid, by way of objec- 
tion, It by no means appears, that Iſhmael was ex- 
_ cluded. from-the-promiſe which God made to Abra» 
ham. We find the ſame expreſſions are uſed rela, 
| tive to his death, as to the death of Abraham 3 viz. 
* He: var gatbered to: hit people. To which it may 
| be ſufficient to reply. 1. Were it true, that Iſhmael 
Was not reſpected as one of the ſeed; becauſe he was 
| amaturaldeſeendant from Abraham, yet, if he ever 
hecame a believer he might inherit the eſſential [ble 
| * tings of ehe covenant. Although it was God's de: 
er my ingeiry, p. „ 
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that Abraham's natural poſterity, as ſuch, were not 


part of his natural poſterity were excluded, as in tge 


: qa | . ; 5 82 
7805 to dae e church Gr hs poltetity.iof. Abra: 
ham, yet other nations, which were not reſpected in 
the promiſe, were not excluded from the bleſſings of 

the covenant, in caſe they ſhould own the God ÞE - 
rael as their God; as is arid from Exodus xii, 
40. If it were the cafe, therefore, that N 

die a ſaint, it would ben real objettion to the argu: 
| it ment. . | GOT BE en 4 
2. Ir may be 8 Whether appears, chat C a 
did, in fact, eſtabliſſi his covenant with 8 8 ane” 
his Teed, as he did wih Haar and his feed?) . 
Inn anſwer muſt be, that it does not appear; 1 5 
1 is evident, on tlie eonttary, that God did eſtabliſh ; 
his/covenant with J/aar, in diſtinction fromIſhnmiael. 
He can it be ſaid then, that, 6e There is no evidence 
that Vemael was nor Wen with wanban Abraham, as. 
really as Iſaae PP. e e 1 git | 
AAN; does it aß pear, that God: had the:: e 
reſpect to Iſhmael's offspring, tliat tie had to the off. 
| fpting: of Ifagc/?: Concerning Iſhmael; i ag his 
poſterity, it was previouſly declared 4e He will be a 
wild man, his hand wilt be again/t eve man, and every 
man's hand againſt him.” Gen. TY 12. And the 
ee Gal iv, 29532, conſiders Iſhmael and 
oſterity, as repreſentatives of the enemies of 
" ah —— His Sea nigh: Were Iſhmael: and his poſ- 
texity reſpected as the e peoglle, i im whom the promiſes, 
| avhich God made to Abraham were to be accom- 
pliſſzed ? Let facts determines. Was the ſaviour to 
proceed from the loins of Iſhmael? Was the poſterit) 
df Hhmaelever deſigned to inherit "Canaan? Was t 
the defign of God to maintain his Church, in the fam- 
ie of Iſhmael? Thisprotaiſe, of maintaining a church 
in Abranam's family, is ſuppoſed to be the promiſe, 

: which compretended Abraham's natural offspri 

__- ſuch aſenſe,as to render i it proper and ſuitable, that y 
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N his males ſhould be circumciſed, in token of their in- 
1 tereſt ; in the covenant, But it is as evident, that 
in God had no view to mae! and his 1988 in bis 
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83 
promiſe to ſupport a church in the, family. of Abra- 
ham, as that he had no reſpect to them, as the people, 
who ſhould inherit Canaan. The fact is, God never 
deſigned to include Iſhmael and his poſterity, in ei; 
ther of thoſe promiſes; and accordingly the fulſii. 
ment of the promiſes never extended to them. But, A 

on the contrary,/agreeable to the prediction which "i 
was publiſhed, concerning Iſhmael and his. poſterity, . 
© they have, through each ſucceſſive generation, been 
under the infſuenee of a ſpirit, fo oppoſed to the law | 2 
and the goſpel, as has led them, to lift up their hands . 
againſt every man. It is certain, therefore, that Iſh-: "nl 
mael and his poſterity were not reſpected as Iaac was, F 
in the promiſes which were made to Abraham. 4 

- - - | Ir, has been further ſaid, reſpecting Abraham's im- 
«© ſhewed favour to Iſhmael, becauſe - he was . Abra- 9 
+ «. hara's fon; and for chis reaſon the ſeal ef the cr. 
& enant, © will be a God to thee and to thy ſeed 3 
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Ts nat al off. pring. p. 49. Ft Jr , a0 Bog 
- In reply, it may be obſeryed, in general, that oh 
mael was not produced as an example to prove, 
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Ovenantef In che abova quotaüion it is faid; 1 The | 
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_ » + Had Ifhmatl been refgected, in the promiſe, as Iſagc Nas, God 
_ was under the ſameobligations to W religion among his poſter. - 
Ay, asamong the poſterity of Iſaac—The covenant fecured- gracious 
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Iwill be a 
8 Upon which 1 may be inquifed . Oe 172 Leber 


of the covenant? Why, then, was that diſcriminat. ; 


in the ſenſe in. which Iſaac was 1 0 
no pretext for ſaying, that Iſnmael had the bleſſings 
of the covenant beſtowed on him except what ariſes 


promiſes of ſuch bleſfihgs be an evidence 
cCaullarly reſpected in the covenant, moſt certainly, i 
uch men as are in fact, proſperdus in worldly-mat- b. 
ters, have ® brilliant evi enee of an intereſt in the 5 

coveniant;” Moti e ne, 


1 75  ean be more erident, than 5 it of FOR e Were true, Tet 
TR ering Em N 


94 


. Fa 1 


ham's ſeed ; and for this 7. the ſeal of the tovenant, 
22 to thee and thy ſeed, ru fer upon _ | 


1. How did God ſhew favour to Iſhmael ? Wers 
the bleſlings he conferred on him the great" : bleſſings. 


ing dlauſe added, © But my covenant will T eſtabliſh | 
With Iſaac?ꝰ Is it not directly oppoſed, to the manifeſt 
import of the declaratioti made, concertiirig Ifaac, to 
ſuppoſe that Iſhmael was reſpected in ha "Covenant, fs 
eſpected ? There is 


rom God's promiſing; him worldly 10 wn wry WR * 
being pe. Te 


2 — 


2 44, 


2. Lx it belirh q1 furthers Whether it be true, "Is 0 


that the reaſon; why God directed the ſeal of the cov- 5 in 
enant to be ſet on Hhniael was, becauſe God had pro- 4 Sh 
nounced thoſe favours on Ifhniael, in confequence of”. . 
Abrahams importunity 2 Was not Abraham; di- er 
rected to circumciſe his male children, and Iſhmael. 5 
amomig the reſt, before thoſe temporal bleſlings were tl 


conferred on Ihmael ?- He certainly Was, as is evi- ſe 
dent from Gen. xvii. 10, 12. It was not for 1 [ 


7 reaſon that Abraham was directed to eireumciſe In. . 
mel. Had thoſe bleſſings never been given, Abra! 0 

bam muſt have cireumciſed Iſhmiael, in Obedience to Mi { 
a previous command. The favours beſtowed; did 


bet Cen; nor did Abraham circumciſe him, be. 
au God had pronounced thols temporal bleſſings © 


h 
not comprehend. the bleſſings of the covenant,” I tl. 4 
0 
if 


n to imdb enger wit did to TTY n 


n — 15 1 175 *. „ We + 
8 


a 25 19 8 


TE 


b 7 TE 1 was! oxpraſely: ae to do it, de 
| fore any ſuch bleſſings were given. 8 
3. Was circumciſion, as Iſhmael Fae: ae a | 
| ſeal of the covenant, I will be a God to thee and 
thy ſeed after thee Pon it was, it was in the ob-. 
jector's view God's ſeal. God thereby engaged to be 


the God of Iſhmael and his natural ſeed, in the ſame 


ſenſe, that he engaged to be the God of Abraham 
| and his natural ſeed; 8⁰ that Iſhmael and his poſters 
ity muſt be intereſted, in the ſame promiſe, in which 
Abraham and his patural ſeed. were intereſted. The 
zan—of having a Church maintained . 
Sofa deſcent of religion from parent to 
child; and of ſuch gracious qualifications as were 
noceffary to ſupport a Church among them, &c. muſt 
reſpe& them. But, God never ſealed any ſuch Prone 


promiſe of Can 
among them 


ſes reſpecting Iſhmael and his poſterity; ; or at leaſt, if 


be did, he never carried them into execution. 
Whew theſe obſervations, it is evident, that Iſhmael- 
Was not. reſpected as the ſeed, in the covenant which 
God made with Abraham; even in that remote ſenſe 
in which //aac and his natural poſterity were; yet 
he was circumciſed. Similar obſervations might 0 
be made, reſpecting Eſau. But it Is unneceſſary to 


enlarge further on this argument. 


of a doubt. But, if Abraham's natural ſeed. was the 
ſced reſpected i in the promiſe, his ſervants could. not 


have been circumciſed, as belonging 10 the ſeed. 
| They either muſt have been circumciſed for ſome 
other reaſon, than to denote they wee the ſeed; or, 

if they were cifcumciſed as a token of their being the 
ſeed, it will be evident, that Abraham” s natural ſeed, 

a8 ſuch, was not the ſeed reſpected in the covenant. 5 
. e. 8 


Ir 1s e Ws bs So, 5 15 * 


4. Ir may be concluded; that the ſeed reſpected n | 
the promiſe made to Abraham was not hig natura! 
ſeed, from the command Kren. to Abraham tr cir- _ 
cumſe his ſervants. Pp rye 1 
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_  fervants were not mere patients im eircumciſion; [but 


were active and . received and practiſed circumciſion 
upon the fame Pränciples that Abraham himſelf did.” 
I this were the caſe, then they had a title to the 
promiſes, which was as valid as Abraham's title; 
dd ſo were as certainly the ſeed; as were Abraham's 


| paviral offpting, —=fr will an . 
8 Abraham's ſervants were ſuppoſed to believe, and ſo 


will avail nothing to fay, that 


by faith became entölled among the ſeed; for that 


world ſuppoſe, that believers of every nation were 


tte ſeed, as well as the believers of Abraham's natu- 


ral poſterity. It is ſaid, that Abgaham's natural 


| ſeed, were not, really, the ſeed, except through faith. 


Fother men, who were not Abraham's natural off. 


ſpring, even his ſervants, might alſo be received and 


treated as the ſeed; upon the ſame condition, then the 
ſeed, in reality, conſiſted of believers, whether they 
were Jews or Gentiles ——Befides, if Abraham's ſer. 
pants received circumciſion, upon the fame" princi- 
© ples that Abraham did; then their ſeed mult; on the 
Principles of the'6bjeRor;'be: 1 as the ſeed; 


equally with Abraham's natural 


eed. It is inſiſted 


|  , On, as appears from many quotations already made, 
that carcumeiſion ſealed a covenant, on God's part, 
_ 'TelpeQling the natural ſeed of the adult, and ſecured 


flaith and falyation 


n to his feed, on the condition of 


bus faithfulneſs; and, that Abraham practiſed cir- 
FCumeiſion on this principle. If Abraham's ſervants 
©  praQtiſed upon the ſame principle, and that by divine 
_ appointment, then their natural ſeed” were as much 
kreſpected as the ſeed, as the natural feed of Abraham. 


— On no principle, therefore, whether Abraham's 


ſervants were agents or patients, was Abraham's _nat- 


ral ſeed the ſee | 
principle of their being agents; and by faith becom - 
ing the ſeed, it is evident, that it was believing which 

' _ _ diſtinguiſhed the ſeed; and conſequentliy that à fpir- 

__,__ Ithal ſeed was meant, by the term ſeed, as uſed in the 
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ed reſpected in the covenant. © On the 
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8.0 Tuner echptieresy in kur wicſt explicit man- 
and promiſe, is a beheving and ſpiritual ſeed. 


natural ſred of Abraham and of other believers; for 


offspring of Ahraham or any other believer een 
com̃pbſes, marita and diſtinguiſfies the ſeed. Th 
preſent queſfion is this, what that its, which ma 


ter and not hirth or parentage, I ſhall no attempt to 


tively;"are the race of k 
is to be collected j or, if 


| ner; teach, that the ſeed reſpected in the covenant Y 


| "Ton preſent inquiryis not, whether the ford which 185 
| ſhall inherit the promiſes, will be ſelecbed from the 


| it is, on all hands, conceded that A perſon! may bee - 

| ; | ham, or any other, bes = 
liey er, und, yt not belong to: that ſeed; which fhall 

beth promiſes. It muſt, therefore, be conceds = 

| ed, that it muſſ be ſomething over and above being the 


and diffinguiſhes tlie ſeed ? That it — 5 


ſhew. Or to be more explicit, that repentance and 
faith are the diſting guiſhing eharacteriſties of the true 
ſeed. Indeed it LE to Ss n all hands, conce+ 
ded-that-there is no promiſe that the Lord: will: bea 
God to any: but behevers.?! And it is preſumed it: 
will not he denied, that che Lord will be the God of at 
| ſuch as do believe. Believing, therefore, muſt b ths 
diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of the ſced. Theiſded, 
on thele coticeſſions; muſt extend to all believers, and 
can extend no further. Mankind, konſidered collect - 
gs, out of which, this ſeed - 
the ſame might; be ſaid .of 
any particular nation; yet, after all, the ſeed conſiſts 
of believers and of them only. This is a plain doc- 
wine of the goſpel.” It might naturally be expected, 
that the goſpel would: be clear and explicit, on fo im- 
portant à point. The Old Teſtament repreſentations 
were clouded, with types and figures; but, as he 
. goſpel. was written after the principal and moſt imm | 
portant character, which vas réſpected, inwallbthe 
types and figures of the Old Teſtament, was inttodu.. 
, ced, there was reaſon to expect, a more clear and full 
exhibtion Mens eee EE ©, 


2 8 8 8 1 "> 


— 


= - % >< ASS 
—Ü——ñ —— — — 


— a 
rr. 
—_ 
- — 
— 
* — 7 „ <s 

* we oy 9 & 2 ; A = _ 22 — 
n . 7 


— 


— — — 


— 


2 — 8 — _ 
PIR — IE I o—y— 


7 * 
l * 


— 


Led 
— 


2 — — k —— — > — . 
" = — — — n 1 p — —— 
- — — — . SEL, + = {= — — — 
— — — — . — = = CES ICY 8 oe > 
gyro __ = n r 
I 6 - 2 7 = * — aſt b 3 * > Pata. a 
2 F Etc WE" 1 arr - Da>y7 , 8 * 2 48. S : * — > ox 8 > — Lg 
* = D 7 „5 r — — 
— wet 2 * —— —— — N — bans - ti Jag Nun — 2 n . gn” - 1 
a at . 5 - — 0 ” * " "TR. C — — — 
Os! ICED) ö S tlie _— wry $15 wth — BY WE. * ( Fae . * N r — WT 
82 Oy £ 7 . 2 ; 92 n N F 
— * + Sp nn . yy : * IF : bs =. =, RL 
6 F 4 . . en 5 5 5 cM 


— 


rern 


3 
— 2 


e be called; 4 
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— Weil ius blefüng ER ab ber bern giv- 
en. And tfie goſpeb s as! e this important 
on ect, bs e be wiſned. And à, title 
promiſes is univerſally y put, on the condition of 
gods and fata The tender; of 9 


tte covenantzß is made on that cbndition. The 
.._ - flattered themſelves; 
* becauſe they deſcer 
Hulam for a ather: But they ere aaugit, nat to ex- 


: of being the favorites; of God; 
dedfrom Abfaban,:or!had Abra- 


pect to receive the'bleſings promiſed to Abraham, 


mort of having the faith and doing the works of A. 
3 braham. The Aoctfine which Ohriſt taught his diſ- 


ciples Was, He that. believeth—ſhallibe: ſaved; but 


he that believeth aot! ſhall be damned. The Jews 
laid to Chriſt, & Abrubum it our. father.“ Chriſt re- 
plies : ye wert i Abrabant's children, 9e e do the 
Works / Abraham.? John, viii. 39. Which teaches 
and implies, that the children, or ſeed; of Abraham, 
had away s conſiſted of thoſe, who did his: works ; 


and not ae of his natural feed. It is obſervable, 


a the deſctiption. vf the ſeed, given by the apoſtles al- 

_ ways extendedtobelieving Joo and Gentiles, i; Faith 

_ - . conſiitutes/a Gentile; one! g of Abraham's ſeed, juſt as 
it did A Jew. Hente an apoſtle obſerves, “ Ne be- 


lieve, rbat thrvugh the'grace of on our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


ue ſbull le ſaved even a, they. Acts, xv. 11. The 
,_ - only way in which che Gentiles might, be faved, or 
mas in'the|bleſlings of the covenant- was; moſt cer- 


by faith. pars if they were ſaved, and parti- 
ciphicnd of the bleffings of thé coveniant,. pg? wi 


Ne did, then faith always did diſtinguiſh and charter 


ze the ſeed, reſpected i in the pramiſes. 


; 8 wa 4 5 believers, or a ſpiritual feed, was 8 ſeed 
'.. _  relpeQed in the covenant, is very explicttly taught in 
Rom. x. 7, 8, ( Neither, - becauſe they are. wa 94 


of Abraham,” are they all children; but-in Iſaac ſhall 
at ig, they: which arg the children 
- of #heffleſh, theſe are not the children of God; but the 


OO vt * — are counted 1 the e It 


„ 

| 11 et that the apoſtle uſes the term fred in two 

ſenſes. Ile, in one caſe, uſes the term, to point out 
the natural offspring of Abraham. In the other caſe, 
he uſes the term to point out thoſe, who ſhall inherit 
the promiſes ;* which is the ſeed in queſtion. And 
the apoſtle expreſsly ſays; that the children of the flaſp 
ate not the children of God, and are not counted for 
that ſeed, which ſhall. inherit the promiſes. It is alſo 
agreed in, as is alledged p. 15 16, that the apoſtle, 
in the place juſt now quoted, is anſwering an objec- 
tion, which the Jews made to their being rejected; 
and that the objection was grounded on the idea, 

_ that the promiſes had a peculiar reſpect. to them, as 
being the natural ſeed of Abraham. And the Jews, 
. dopbtleſs,'put ſuch a conſtruction on the promiſes, 

as led them to conclude; that God was under cove- 
„ nant obligations to fave them; and that they were 
the ſeed, merely, as being nattiral deſcendants from 
| Abraham. The apoſtle, however, does not admit 
their conſtruction of the promiſes.—He acknowledg- | 
es, that the promiſes did reſpect them in ſuch a ſenſe, „ 
as that the di penſation of them, and of the law did Ke 
appertain to them; or in one word, ſo as to confine 
that diſpenſation of the covenant to them. The apoſ- 
tle then explains the whole matter and Jays, * They 
are not all hratl 48hich are of Iſrael.” That is, it was 
never God's deſign to confer the bleſſings of the cov- 
enant, on all Abraham's natural ſeed. © Therefore it 
could not be ſaid, if God mould caſt them away, t chat 
the word had taken none effect. He then explains x 
his meaning thus; ©:Netther becauſe they-bre the fe 
(the natural feed) of Abraham, ure they all children. 4. 
That is to ſay, although God had promiſed Abraham, | 
c treat particularly With his natural ſeed, and to raiſe 357˖ö o 
up from them a Church and people for himſelf; yeh. 
that does not imply, that all his natural ſeed were re. 
„ as children, ho ſhould inherit the poi „„ 
. it is Tal, . in 2 Tale thy feed be called. In 5 
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ow FRE 5 1 apoſtle directly ewt, | 1 God's 
electing-/agc as heir, in whom the ſeec L ſhould: be 
alled, Was an evidence, that the promiſe did not re- 
the whole natural ſeed of Abraham ; but-ſome 
| > A ee deſcription. et That is, they nohich. are 
the children of the fie/b; (natural deſcendants from A- 
8 theſe are nat the children of God (thoſe. who 
ave 4 title to the promiſe) but. the children f tho 
Promiſe are counted for ibe ſerd; that is true believ- 
eie Ther efore, none but believers could claim an 
5 intereſt i in the promiſes. Conſequently, on account 
of unbeliet, they might be and in fa& were, broken 
off. But if it were the caſe, that Abraham's natural 
| ſeed? were the ſeed, in any ſenſe which did not imply 
faith, they could not be. broken off, for their un- 
delief. It faith had not been the condition of the 
promiſes, and ſo believers the ſeed, unbelief could nat, 5 
with. any propriety, have been afligned as a reaſon for 
their rejection; or have been a juſtification of God's 
- _ diſpenſation, in caſting them off. But this is the ſole 
' .. . reaſon, which is offered, for the rejection of the Jews. : 
Becauſe of unbelief they were broken off, Ram. xi. 
1 2 The apoſtle, therefore, in anſwering "the objec- 
. the rejectipn of the Jews, proceeds on the 
5 2 idea, that believers were the ſeed reſpected in 
el in distinction from. Ab aham's vatural 
d, which, makers it ane that. the feed rept x 


er el reſpected in the promiſe made 10 
LPS. braham, Was a believing and e in. ther 
wanne Bly. 5 
5 ON many things, contained i in e 5 Ts 
* comgs-exceedingly_ evident, that a believing or ſpirit- 

ual ſeed: was intended by the ſeed, mentioned in. the 
3 made to Abraham. It i 18 fad, p. 2a, That 
« the apoltle's primary and great object (in the chap-· 
Ster) is te proven that ſinners of mankind, be theß 
771 either Jews OT. Fuer juſtified by faith. FT 
WE: On a ae, al a 
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1 * 
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. 8 * : : : 3 1 = 
<. bleſſed, became entitled to the. inheritance, which 
God lays up for his people, by faith.“ If beliguing 
Jews and Gentiles compoſe the ſeed, and deſcribe. 
thoſe ho are entitled to the promiſes, it will follow, 
that believers muſt be che ſeed, and ſo that à ſpiritur 
al ſeed is intended. This not only follows, from the 
| declaration juſt quoted, but from many particular 
175 paſſages, contained in the chapter. V erſe 2, the a- - 
peoſtle demands, Knoro ye, therefore, that they which. 
are of FAITH, the./ame are the children of Abraham ?'? 
be of ATE, are blefed with-faithful Abraham. Inn 
one verſe he ſays, that they which be of faith are 
Lleſtd with Abraham ; and in the other verſe, that 
they are the children of Abraham. It was the deſign 
ot the apeſtle te ſhew, not only, that believers. com- 
+  Poſed the ſeed then, but always did; and that the 
natural offspring of Abraham never did compoſe the 
ſeed. This appears, from the apoſtle's explanation 
of the original promiſe. -Verfe 16, © To, Abrabam 
| nd bis ſesd were the promiſes made. | He ſaith not, ane 
to skEBS, a of many ;- hut at Nx, and ie thy, SEED | 
_ wbich it RST. Chriſt Jeſus, who, it is tiges de- 
ſeended from Abraham, is here called the snEH, to 
which tliere is à reference in the, promiſe, yea, on pl 
Which it terminated. It is granted, p. 233 that 0 
Chriſt, When ealled the feed; was not ſppken of as a2 
Linzie penſon, The impert can be no more than 
this, that none can inherit che bleſſings contained 


Din the promiſes, otherwiſe-than by Chriſt, and bß 

| * being ſounited te Chrift, who is himſelf the ſeed of — = 
_  ©:braham'sſced,”: In this paſſage, it, is fully implied. 
'  _ | that by being-wnited ig Chri/t, men become Abra. 


- 


- - - hams ſeed, in the ſenſe,ofthe promiſe... Canfequent- - 
9, that; Abraham's. ſeed pa 6 of thoſe;-who are 
particularly united to Chriſt. It is alſo impfied, that 
When Chriſt is ſpoken of as the Sed, it is deſigned to 
_ ., comprehend, in him, all true believers. And this 7 
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appears to be the apoſtle? s Aae a emden 8 
- he makes; Verſe 2629, ( For ye are all the children 
of God by faith in CnnisT-Jegus ; for as many ef you 
a4 have been baptized into Chriſi have Put on Cbriſt. 
There is neitber Jew nor Gree there is neither bond 
nor free=—there is neither male nor female; fer, ye are 
all 0x8 in Chriſt Yeſtis. And if ye be CnxIST's ee 5 
| 705 oe Abraham's ſeed and heirs according to the prom- 
- The import of theſe words is this, that believ. 
175 is thai which conſtitutes and characterizes the 
ſeed of Abraham, without regard to nation or de- 
ſeent to ſex or condition. No words can more 
clearly expreſs the characteriſtie of the ſeed, or heirs 
of the promiſes.— That the characteriſtic of the ſeed 
is not; on the one hand, being natural deſcendants - 
from Abraham, or belonging to any particular nation 
or ſex, or being freemen or ſlaves; but on ana vine 
hand, being- believers i in Chxiſt Jeſus. EIT CLE 
"On the whole, it is evident; that 5 particu- 
larly God dealt with. the natural ſeed of Abraham + A, 
yet; that did not conſtitute” them the ſeed j put the 
feed comprehends believers of every nation aftd age, 
and believers only. Conſequently, the ſeed wa, 
ed, in the eovenant, was a ſpiritual ſeed; © 
f Ir being thus evident, that the ſeed, feed in 
: the covenant, was a delieving and ſpiritual ſeed; this 
ſeckion will be cloſed with one general remark, en 
the impropriety of conſidering the children of believe 
ers, as being vi/ebly in covenant, or viſible heirs of . 
the promiſes. If it be »5/oble, it muſt appear 10 be 
the cafe. But what is it which renders it v, ible 2. 
The Tcriptures teach, that believers compoſe the ſeed; 
and not à mere natural offspring. God no where | 
_ fays,'that natural deſcent- or 3 characterizes 
the ſeed, but faith only. If ſuch children are vj „ 
the ſeed, they are 110 ) ſuch, c 16 e to BONE 
5 N of God.” © Ag morale 
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8 to the import wy ed of circumciſion and 

. baptiſm, as adults are reſpected, it is generally, 
7 not univerſally agreed in, that it is a ſeal and token 
of the ſubject's s intereſt and title to the bleſſings of the 
covenant of grace. Gr a token of faith and Dy Ya 
8 ation —the waſhing away of ſins, &c. 


o the import and deſign of circumeifion and bap- 
tiſm, as circumciſed and baptized infants are reſpeQ- 


ſection, it muſt be evident, that the ordinance of cir- 
was imported, in the caſe of an adult! To the latter 
it is laid, “ It was God's ſeal of the ſubject's title to 


ag fe; “ but the ſame thing cannot be ſealed to 


Being children of the fleſn did not mark them as 
the ſeed to whom the Lord would be a God.“ p. 


no other rights than the children of unbelievers.” p. 


the bleflings' of the covenant, by being the natural 


| ving been the ſubjects of baptiſm in infancy, in which we 


1 


umciſion or of baptiſm, could not be deſigned to 
import aithe Jame thing, ee an infant, Which 


offspring of believers. There is, therefore, no pro- 
priety in adminiſtering circumeiſion, or baptiſm to an 
infant, as a ſeal of its title to the bleſſings of the cov- 
enanit, when it has no right or title to then, as it has 

not, merely, becauſe it is a child of a believer. This 
is allo conceded; p. 108; where it is ſaid, Our Ha- 


- 


Tux preſent inquiry will, therefore, be confined 5 


ed. And, from what has been obſerved, in the laſt 


an infant. This. is, alſo, admitted; for it is ſaid, 
16. And, & The children of believers are poſſeſſed of 85 | 


108. And, it appears, from the preceding ſeQion, | 
that infants do not become the ſeed, and entitled to 
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xs were ſealed to us, &c. If it be FOR caſa; that in o 
flants have * no right,“ and if baptiſm i in infancy ſeal; 

no promiſes to the infant, it certainly muſt have 

a very different import, reſpecting an infant, from the 

import of it, reſpecting an adult. This is a juſt con. 


ſequence, from the conceſſions. contained, in the  quo- 


_ - fations which have now been made: and, it is ac- u 
„ knowledged, to be a juſt conſequence; from: the ſen- 
timent eſtabliſhed in the preceding ſection. It is ac. 

| © - knowledged, * If the promiſe implied nothing more, 
ian a the Lord would be a God to all 2% 

cc hould belive; in 2 age and nation; and that 

© all fuch ſhould be r 

feed, it will, then; be manifeſt that infant circum. 


oned to Abraham as his 


+ Abd «.cifion was aiſeal.of no promiſe of bleſſings on the 


child: and if this be the light in 5 the ſcrip- 
E tures truly lead us to conſider the ſubject, it will 
e be natural to ſuppoſe, that infant baptiſm is noth- 
ing more than a mark of parental dedication.” 


> 1 Proof, of ſueh an import of the covenant, has not 


© thoparent's titles, or ee in 855 bl 


p. 119. It is fubmitted, whether the moſt fatisfaQo- 


hook produced; in the preceding fection. | 
IHE fame: thing cannot be ſealed to an inf: 5 in 
"hy: baptiſm, as is ſealed to an adult, when an adult is 
the ſubject of it. Although. it is a token, in the caſe 
of an adult believer, of his faith and pardon, or title 
to eternal life; yet it cannot ſeal any ſuch title to 
infants. This appears not only from the ſentiments 
ringed in the foregoing ſection; but it is equally 
clear from the ſentiments conteinedin the + oe 
_ whieh, have been made. | 
_ Having ſhewn, what cannot be decg ed by the © 
Feen or baptiſm of infants, a tive anker 
to the inquiry, will now be ee e 8 
HERE itnay be obſerved; that aa no title 
to the bleſſiugs of the covenant can be ſealed to in- 
fants, in their circumciſion or baptiſm, as they have 
no ſuch titles; yet it may ſerve to ſignify and ſeal 
fhogs of the 


- 5 


— 


that in. 

acy ſeauh he parent, no one will doubt. It is acknowled tl 

| have In order that Chriſtian parents may take hold o 
rom the he promiſes of the new covenant they muſt gordi- 
uſt con. ly 12 them (their children) up. unconditionally into 
the quo. and of God.“ p. 100. And it is doubtleſs 


t is ac. we, as is aflerted, p. 92s that, “ Dedicating children 
the ſen. iſo. God, agreeably to. divine appointment, implies a 
It is ac. olemn engagement. to, bring them: up in the nurture 

g more, d admonition of the Lord. The baptiſm of chil. 
all 0% ren may be conſidered, therefore, as a public max 
ad that nd token of a parent's compliance with his duty, 
as his dedicating them to God. The parent cannot al 


ireum: aid, to keep covenant, with God, without ſuch a deds ; 
on the ation of his children.— The baptiſm. of infants. may, 
e ſerip· Ne conſidered, therefore, as ee the ſame import, 
„it will eſpecting the parent, as his own. baptiſm. . It may, 
$ noth. Mith propriety, be conſidered as a public tok en 47 
ation. eeping the covenant; and of bis engagements to 
isfacto- Perform the duties it enjoins. AS. to; the child, it 
12s no; an be a token of no engagements. or titles; 3 PR 
5 akes no profeſſions, and it: has no titles. It is ded- 
ant, in cated, and ſealed or marked as ſuch, eee 10 VN 
dult is wh appointment. Dedication, therefore, is wy 
he caſe 


e reſpecting an infant, and that the 
| 8 


dr title | 
title to I. is reſpected. It would be natural, to conclude, 
ments that this mull be the deſign and 1 import of infant bap« 5 
qually tiſm, from ſome.r Cons which are. given £ 


Gong, 1 95 — 9 8 2 11.5155 defi nedly i in oppoſition t 


by. the ing the ſeed and offspring of _ 
nfwer olly, betwixt Gad and the | 


titles 5 755 In, i covenant ira 


to in- | . 
ha the pare ents, p. 197% If i it. 1 8 
d foal enant tranſ action 18; vl dean of ets 4 1 . 3 
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crenant. That it implies dedication on 1 part 2 of "0 


dedicates it, will keep God's AFR A 
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: God and other believing parents, who ſhould follow 


ſee as God fees, or enter into all the reaſons of the 
L divine conduct, reſpecting poſitine inſunctions. How- 
. erer, it is a he 
EW ̃ in the following objections to What has been ad- 
FVuanced, . the ee and de ign ot infant 


2 of ba wake be true, It was bf an import perfect 
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1 hts, then, ſo B as the baptiſmi of infants i is a wol 
. the covenant, it muſt reſpect the parent's covenant, 
If it ſignifiy, that any one concerned in the tranſ. 


5 action, i is in covenant and entitled to covenant ble. 


 fings, it muſt ſignify it reſpecting the parent, in dif. 
tinction from the child. And what confirms" this 


idea of the tranfactiom is this; that God declared to 
Abraham at the time infant eircumciſion was inſtitu. 


ted, that it ſhould be conſidered as a token of the 
covenant between God and him: and ſo” between 


his example, in ſucceeding generations, ' And it is to 
be obſerved, that for the ſame reaſon it ſignifled ded. 
_ fration as «the child. was reſpected, it was a token of 
the Parent 's at rok, with the. , as che a. 


Bur, althoyz zh it be Wed. de; that. infant bap 
* is deſigned, as a fign or token of the parent's or 
| Uedicator's covenant, as the covenant is wholly be- 
_ God and 'the N and that as the baptized 

fant is ref} pected, ſolemn dedication and ſepara- 
on for God is ſignified; yet ſuch a concluſion meets 
wich objections, to Which it is neceſſary to gttend. 
I may be neceſſary, however, to make one gene- 
ral obſervation previous to anfwering objections. The 
obſervation it this, that pofitive inſtitutions are of 
fuch a nature, as that it is impoffible, in every re- 
. the, to account for them, from reaſon and the na- 
ture of things. Difficulties may, therefore, occur, 
Which are inexplicable to wen; becuaſe they cannot 


prehended, no ſuch difficulties will oc- 


baptiſm. SO SALTS 85 ö AR god Le 
"Onjzorion 1. AE thi a acm: which has been'piv- 


wi rent. r _ to "the child, from chat 


a token 
venant, 
e'tranſ. 
NT bleſ. 
in dif. 
ns this 
ared to 
inſtitu. 
of the 
etween 
follow 
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tit, Telanve to the parent and: the byptiz: ze chüfd 18. 
e =o which is the principle ſet up in he e 
it is readjly admitted. e Ny if the i 


deration of 
— 
7 * N ** * * 1 
+ 


benz 5 parent acrüally 
imſelf, in bf 855 3 NE the: bin Me in 
both caſes. The n Nas no exerciſes in er 
patent is cohiſiqered as being, in FR, in 
covenant. and entitled to its blefings——- t 
has nd rights-whatever. 18 it poffible, that the im- 
port Would be the fame in both Aires refpecting 
Jubjecks! To ttie parent it is faid; to be God's cal 
erna} Hſe; But can it be 4 fel 
ef an infant's. title eternal life; when it is antes, 
on all hands, that it has 'no' title? On-fuch.a' 
- fition, it mult: be, an infticuted'feal of an allowed 
hood!" Beſides 3 although ſuch an objeRtion.is 3 
fed! to have weight,” againſt the ſcheme adv 
Wo irs” «nag yet what is advanced,” as the * 
al ground of the objection, is admitted by the objett- 


or, ab bein trug. It is acknowledged (p. 47.) chat 

e KCircumeihon was a Teal and confirmation to Abra- 
ham of every Lever, contained and expreſſed in that 
wh 85 it was 3 ”=_ TD 
mn in infancy, it is directly aſ- 
in it n CA er ſealed 5 5 
objection, therefore; if it can be conſid- 
ered as uch, lies 2 apainſt the objeQor”s ſeheme, 
ee this W 5 


covenant of promiſe of 
when” treating of bar 
_fertec „that *1 
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given, of, th fign of infant baptiſm, .** "wn 
19 12 Was it es waa to. rm, any diſt 


EY 


fon between the circumciſed oor, baptized. 1 


YO £ with reſpect to. any relation it. Pore "to. God, his 


ih 5: les ARORA 


Wil 'YF 4 | | #7 27 Fran his;covenant or his .kingd om, and zole 
_ © eng eee Hf, No i, the, hol heathen 
| : | — 150 


Sn £42. 
Fall e a . 
11d 


it then N 


e 3 1 A105. = is. Tha op tho 


4 
: ban 2; fancy does not © give us guy more. right, 
Wen we.come-to d ee e 


28 and treated 12 5 ark 5 2s, being our- 


h 0 


8 
ES 
8 — d. 5 


* P 

hs i 

de e 300 0 705 
| 7 bebte 


weep t the 1 
Toy 1? FO: 


* 3 * 
5 


222 £% 
. 


f a id GST - of : wg 
HE ky certain Ss — 8 | Sy A 
mY e one is blemnly ae 5 "but _ 


'\ 


7 P * o 
ONES TR” r 80 * . 


hay KLE HE Nag 


and ” Aa i ig 
— —— m e 


#5 


oy 


— 


"Tires is; ra an important itington, Thick relates 
td their religious education. As to the baptized chil- 


dren of believers, their religious education is ſecured, 
as far as the moſt ſolemn tranſactions and engage ⸗ 


ments can ſecure it. In the; very, tranſaction, the 
parent, in the moſt ſolemn manner, engages to edu: 
cate his children for God; and the very ordinance 
is a ſign and ſeat: -of his: engagements. B ſides, the 
united efforts of the whole Church axe ſecured 3. for 
the Church, as a confederated body of chriſtians, is 


E engaged, by covenant, io ſee; to it; that parents are 


faithful, in the education of their: children, \as- well as. 


in other reſpæcts. Arn at hob; i497 2100. 


2. Ir is alſo > miſtake; When it i 4s ad, that on the 


ſcheme of baptiſm, which is advanced in the preced- 
ing ſection, there is no difference formed between 
baptized children and the children of. heathen, re- | 
ſpecting the!@hurch.. ,-- VFC 
ALTHOUGH?! he eee dach, has No; ſpecial 


. to the heathen: world zr jet it has: a mt a- 
_ red reſpect to baptized children. 1 And kauen 


© neither on the objector's ſcheme, nor GRiIh at Which - 
has nw. been advanced, baptized children, as ſuch, 


ars to-be.cankdered as diſtinct and per ſonal members 


- of the Church; yet, they certainly haye ſuch! a Jpe- 
cCiĩal relation 1d it, as cannot be: pretend d, reſpecting. EE 
the children of heathen... : Tor ie ee 25 Fe . i 


4 * 


3. FN miſtake i in the objector, whan h 1 


M0: - 


ned; that there is no diſtinckion formed, On the 5 


icheme now advanced, between baptized childten 
and the heathen, world. "keſpeaing « 5h: Fang beef = 


God. 11 177 FT 1:5 <1 70 55 13 1 1 Tp FIC 
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; Pita e indeed; very important n in ; 


Hive of: baptized children. They ſtand a; fairer | 


chance for ade kingdom of God, than can. be prejen-. 


"RO td 


ted concerning the children of unbelievers, :if; the 5 
e the 9 dare adavourable.di. 

 ndtion 1 0 5 to#he.,kingdam!. of God, ben ige 
children ef 3 an e 9 = 
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| thai) REPO e patente are ebe bapt 
dedicated them to God, and have ſet up a meinorial 
_ of tlieir: covenant. engagenients-. Beſides, the fidelity 
_ ef thi” whole Church is engaggd, to ſecute the molt 
- Kithful exertions for their good. In à word, if the 
t and enjoyment of the beſt means, has a fa- 
5 aſpe& on the welfare of children, and opens 


1 "avourable pro roſpett pelative to their ſalvation, there 


is an ur peer diſtinction in the caſe of baptized 
children reſpecting the kingdom of God, which 0 
nt be pretended | reſpediing the heathen world, 

- From [theſe obſervations i it appears, that the otjec: 
ton is wholly founded in miſtake. If it were not, it 
* equally an obſection to the odjeRor's ſcheme. 
For, ee the objector ſuppoſes, a certain prom- 


— 


iſe 40 be ſealed, in the baptiſm of children, which fe. 


eures their falvation 3. et it is à conditional one; 


the conditions are not ulfilled, at the time baptiſm it 
_ adminiſtered; and there is nothing in the e, 
e fecares a fulfilment af them /4* 4; 
01, III. I cirgumcißon When applied to che 
en ſealed no promiſe. whatever: excerpt to the 
parent, und, theſe reſpecting only his own ſalva- 
et tion; how - nil the chile being after wards a 
Y e of the law invalidate the parent's dlaim to 
_ * the promiſes of that covenant of which cirtumciſ- 


1 ion was A Tl, and fo dee eee“ 


* —34.— „ 5 
rs "Aka. f Ir 16 neither aſſerted nor implied N 
5 ſeheme which has been advanced, 1 nor in the words 


be Saint Paul, to which there is 4 reference, in dhe 


_ . objeQtion, that if the circumciſed child ſhould break 
the law, the parent's claims would be invafidated, 


. unleſs e the parent's negligence and ſoit i im- 
ph a brea 5 


TA of covenant. in the parent: The p 

5 Terre covenant-claims, always did and ever will de- 
on his own exereiſes; but the child's. beings 
; teaker of the law, _ was fu poſed 
e 1 PE ante — parent's" cc 


ang es the Ie which has: ER > 


the circumeiſion of an infant, was a ſign of the; pa- 


155 rent's covenant title, as he alone wa actiye i in 9 

noit the child wholly-;paſſive. The cireumciſion of = 4 
the rent, therefore, - eould become uncircumeiſion ia m” 
fa. 40 way, but by Iii breaking of the lay. The ob-. 4 
dens ion, therefore, derives all its plaubbilfty, reſpect - = 
Nere ing the ſcheme it was deſigned to oppole, from mif. -M 
ized take. —Beſi des, the objection may be retorted on 1 
can: the objector's on ſcheme 4 for in p. gos it is aſſerted, | 
HS 4% Whatever divine covenant there is reſpecting the 2 
jjec⸗ ſeed and offspring of the righteous, it ſubſiſts whollx 1 
, it betwiat God and the parent.“ Again, it is ſaid, . 
— Our having been the ſunjects of baptiſm in infan- 1 

om - cy, in which we were perfeet!y \ paſſive, and in which ' 
1 es no premiſes were ſealed to us, &c.—It may then be i 
3 aſked; how, on theſe principles, a child's being a 0 
m it breaker of th law, invalidates his on claims, when £1 
ant, he has none; and eſpecially, ſince the condition ok | 
4: the covenant is parental- fidelity? But, whether the | | 
the | objeGor's ſcheme be liable to the: objechion or nog. 
the it is preſumed that che ſcheme no-] „ e Ya. „ 
bra. Mp ee otic n . 
ds a Os. IV. Ir the rn an | Hafan as 2 1 by 
n to wh the covenant, reſpects the parent only,; and dedl © © 
neĩſ· cation be fignified reſpefting the infant, We can b 
ns“ + difcover:no way, in Which baptiſm in infancy.ever - © 
Bo) did or ever can became a:fign or mark of . of 
the  dovenantirelation:itor. God, or God's ſeal of t 55 1 
ords . righteauſneſsrof faith, and of the benefits and ble! : 
the dings of the covenant of grace tothe fubject. p. 3 f 
reak 5 HARE 5 Ox ibe fame ground and with equal j jute? 


e WE; that if, in the baptiſm ICT > 
the covenant which was ſealed: Was wholly beit 
_ God and the parent; and the infant, being © %%. 
de- y paſſive, no promiſes were ſealed to-the J 
ag. ray gan be diſcovered, how the baptiſm of an er „ 
any hond become a fign vf its right to the bleſſings 5 | 
üms. 3 NE EEE e 8 f _ 
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Tn dhe: PIT Thete ; nHdleratioite 
which will live the objeQor's £fcherie: from” this 
Su will alſo relieve the ſcheme, contained in 
1 ane 2 8 former inquiry. And the objeQor, 
it is confidently believed, has ſuggeſted” ſome conſid: 
| rations which will obviate the Aieult, p.408 it 
i aid, When in anſwer to the faith and prayers 
. of - parents, God is mercifully pleaſed eo beſtow 
© converting grace on the child, it then becomes 
poſſeſſed of the fame rights to the promiſes and 
*" pleſfings of the covenant of grace that his parents 
8 had before him. But, until then the children of 
(NES * believers are poſſeſſed of no other rights than the 
hy children of unbelievers.” It is here ſuppoſed, that 
dhe infant, at the time of its baptiſm, had no rights 
of its own, any more than if it had been the chil of 
an unbeliever. And it is faid; in the ſame page, that 
no promiſes were ſealed to the thild' yet it is aſſerted, 
ha when the child is afterwards! \coriverted,; or be- 
- comes a believer, he is te he viewed and confitered, 
| as having as real and perſonal a right to the bleflings 
of the covenant, as his parents had before him, i If 
. - then for the ſame reaſon, his baptiſm may bbtam 
perſonal ſignificancy; -and be -confidered as à ſeal 
5 the righteouſneſs of his faith. The child's s being 
brought to the exerciſe of faith, and a perſonal com- 
pliance with the cvenant, and to Yo eee pee 
t its requirements, it may, with Propriety, 9 
L perſonal ſignification to it baptiſm in infancy-; 
à proper time to confideriit as à ſign and ſeal of the 
LET righteouſneſs F Faith; when there4s'evideace: that 
uch a falth does exiſt. On the objettor's ſcheme, 
Anitecedent to ſuch a faith, the baptized child cannot 
de considered as having any other rights, than the 
child of an unbelie ver. On the' exifidhos of faith; it 
dis ſaid, the -baptized child is to be conſidered as ha- 
. lame title to the promiſes, that its parents 
Had before hün, And rt 18 certainly>as gobd a 
i n Ew 2 895 ion of the ſign and 
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3 Ving tis child ee upon the | 
2 . 5 5 neee 2 5 r | 


8 —_— ——— tha laren to Sa it 3 
be anly a, parent $;covenant, which is ſealed in its 


AR it be à divine inſtituſion, that children 3 1 
r be- FER —.— p Dory be baptized; whatever i 48 ' 
red, | Toni ified by it, Parents * mult; betunder the ſame ob e 
275 1e to. offer their; children in baptiſin, as. br. ns 
A axe.t9 ſubmit ch The, authority of God, in any ohen 9 
5 | caſe the ſame as they are t een 8 Mi 
— | ed analogs i 60 
you! 5 8 ae reaſon. why. parents ſhould of. "En "1 
Som- 10 cir children in baptiſm, although it be a ſeal f | 
IENCE 1 Tae Zee 18, the parents covenant cannot „ 
we a be mp lete WI bout dt f the. baptiſm of: chil- 4 * 
Ak i. Hor „e Fei, with a parent's, own. baptiſm, DR IJ 
f the 1 ee 50 5 8.covenant, then the parent _ OY 
P that | n lex e kind of obligations, to dedicate hi N 
ae e himſelfin baptiſm. a. 
annot HO II0 1 ent, a perſen ma, 
* il x 0 eld the 


Nee f. in baptiſm . 
ith it By 28 e is children, after he h had became 
a8: a- IS e wou | 


* parent, 815 990 break the e, | 
n e pools Io 192 5 2 75 ö 


out E 
Bor it is Farid: 3 what x 
| hers be, in-applying that; Which is' 3 
de a ſeal of the > covenant of promiſe” apes i 
not cbmprehended in cr. 
. "1 "An: z. THERE would be 10 propri 17 | 
Ang the ſeal of the covenant to one, e 
1 in it and has no title to the dent b diet. 
ange of it, provided'a'perfonal tifle Was fignifiet'in 
46 Or, if baptiſm is to be confidered às a token of 
eee infant is reſpected, there 
_ oe be uo Propriety in apply ping it to infants, or 
perſonal” title to its bleſſings. I: 


San, 36 thit val e, be ſolemuly Sealy à faifliood. 
Bot then it will be ren ered, chat r i dhe. 
"Hol would be applicable to the: objecter's ſcheme, 
and not to the ſeheme advanced in this and my for. 
mer inquiry. "Upon the ſcheme which the objeQtion 


— Hg to Sppoſe, the token or ſeal! is ſuppoſed 
10 have refpect to the beliering parent who delle 
wis infant; and that dedication orly'ks en vi 8 
5 Qing the infant. Al which” is tre on om Anja 
_ ——Therefote,*"® Ab ett 
2. Tun ropriety of applyi ing the ſeal to ch 
although they are not in cbösnant, Appears, 8 th 
8 ReGeation of children is ſuchk's capital branch of the 
5 * covenant, that it cannot be ns with- 
_—_ it. it was ſuch 755 at Evidence, of Abra- 
_ as corenant” Falthfalnes. digt be eld e. 
id his children and Houſhbl UTE bi”, as that 


So nd, de kn et dla of i 3 

Ef 25 419. As the faithful dedicat chil ren; is dif- 

of 3 EINE! 
e 855 there is, in 1 & a ke: 
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in. the - preceding ſection, i is the uſe mo deen of foals. 
——SEALS are ngt uſed, ſalelys;.to, make.. oyer;and 


confirm bleſſings 3: but they are Hed, alſo, to indicate 


and ark Property, The huſbandman ſets his, ſeal 


of mark, upon the. horns of his,oxen and the hooks 
of his horſes ; not to, confirm them as, the property 
of another, but as 2 mark of their being, his property, 
The merchant ſets his ſeal on his goods, to. denate = 
that they belong tohim. From this uſe ofjſeals there 
appears à propriety in God's directing his ſeal to bas _ 


5 Ng ou | | 


placed on the children of believers; for tl 
God's, nat merely by cxeation; but hey; are x 
10 and gonſecrated to; his ſervices: 19673 & bas. cis 
[From theſe. obſeryations, it. . that theae 3 Is 
5 5 in the baptiſm of infants, although they 
haves perl ae ng covenant titles; and although, 
ag ſign ok che coyenant, it is alone applicable to the 
parent, who: dedicates them. ft is equally clear, that 
there would be no propriety, on the ſcheme; of the 
abjedor, of baptizing them as. a token of their having | 
| i: title 19 Warten becauſe the UT hang no 2m” 
Utle. e Ent 5% 
5 Gale VI. Tux 7 ed Bos in this Bo! 5 
former i inquirys, Is ſubverſive of wy Provice of pln” 
baptiſm. ,, Fund "+ 185 4 | 
1 Tris, dbjeions akfoogh it has $5 de: in no 
publication, has deen more privately circulated, 28. 
ane to: the :ſcheme advanced, in my former 
inquiry. The objection was then particularly con- 


ſidered. ? It is freely acknowledged, that the prin- 


ple on which the, arguments in favour of: infant 
| baptiſm, have commonly been formed,” viz. that the 
children af believers are in covenant, is given up as 
indefenſible. Or in; other words, the real deſign . 
| main, is confidered in a point of light, dome 
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—_  _ Ter, n a Avins inſtitution is fury! afferted, 
ah inftcidof weakening the evidence in favour of 
_ —_- fuel 2 practice, it is believed,” that the principle ad. 
>... Vanced in the ſcheme, does tend; a bove every other 
ꝙp zothefs, to vindicate i it. If the deſign of baptiſin, 
A8 infants are reſpetted; be ts ſignify their dedication 
to Bod and not their perfonal title ro the bleflings of 
the covenant; the very ſinews of the objections, w 
_ kave üfually been made to the 5 an are cut. — 
0 Objections of Antipedobaptiſts have been chiefly aim- 
N ed; againſt che rena Mang of infants their 
1 Want of faith, &e. But an the ſcheiine' advanced in 
4 _ this and a former i inquiry, all ſuch objectious are im- 
pertinent. Every ene muſt acknowledge, that the 
dedication of children is à reafonable' duty; and, 
2 . 6 reaſonable, that fuch + dedication thould 
ed in Taluble 1 8 "No ys conſcience 
can ER 0 ee e 
-Bokan Apes dee been ſes to prejudice th 
EE winds of the lefs diſcerning, v againſt the practice o 
3 t baptiſm, becauſe the advocates for it are not 
ens 1 pram in all reſpects, relative to the deſign o 
- BY late -ptiblication, there is the followi 
able paffage! How many are the intentions of 
e men] Mr. Emmons and Mr. C. Strong fay;infatits 
ate not members of the vinble Thich ; ahd that 
e nd covenant relation doth exiſt Between God and 
àx en on; account of their being children of be- 
t ſieving parents; “ but that ey ought undeubted- 
3 * „te be* baptized” on ſome other accouũt, Br. 
PRIN Ws and Dr. Wo ay, thae the: ſee mentie 
= <mthe promiſets: Abraham, r ed amd compre- 
3 1 . Beg his natural poſterity 3 And if parents il 
oe iente ear children to God, by baptifm ae they 
3 ought, e hold- of the Weben for them 7 
fach and performing theit duty toward bein 
1 . ©» -« other ar as 3 as they may and as many parents 
bare gone, their children” at certainly be ſaved; 
RT * and therctore the children of * 55 
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«to be baptized 3. altho? 4 do not promilſe.. = 7M 
« the earthly Canaan Dr. Lathrop. and Mr, Wil © Y 
te iqms have ſome. other ſcheme..:; And how many. . © 
e other. ſchemes there are, I know not. But: one 
' thing is evident. If a houſe divided 2155 itſelk — 
« cannot ſtand infant baptiſm mg {urely tall.” Ft It + =. 
was, . undoubtedly, the Fe the writer — the ' 3 

above quoted, pallage, to bias che minds of others a- 
the practice of infant baptiſm; as well a8 to 

pn à ſufficient reaſon. for hjs. xenouncing Hh, him- 
ſell. The argument is this. Thoſe who e be- 
lieved the practice of infant.baptiſin to be Arne 1 

ſtituted, have been divided in their ſentiments con- 

cerning its end and gel ign. Therefore, it muſt ſurely 

fall. The principle, on which, this argument is foun- 

dots would be fatal, in its aperation, to every doQrine 
2 whether natural r revealed. The advo- © 1 

or the. doQrines of original Vin, regeneration, ' 3 


cates. | 
Juſtification by faith, xc. Arena very different con 
. "roptions. of them, as m the different e. 
planations which have been — e different per- 55 
kong. Shall we then conclude, that thoſe dockrines . 


mut ſurely fall — The golpel revelation haz been be- 4 
lieved, by the whole ehriſtian world; yet there 4 1 1 
ngt a degftine, nor an institution, ag which _ 
here has-not & Moron ance tigns. 5 
3 riſe up, with. 3 bold ace and ſay, wi 
Tg mar Cyr 3938 6dwd 58 the ene 10a 

riſian -mult ſy — M Almeſt; na; 0 
La e 7 = : 


| have entertained. congeptiqns, i Chae 
ding — his mature and „ 
= Muſt 3 it then be. nee led, SN an j.---" 
N Fon 25 W Ay 
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the above ace Sagt ſtop Gert of puntvenfal 
/ ſcepticiſm,” if purſued. Therefore, if there are any, 
who have-found, that their minds have been influen- 
_ ced; by it, it is high” time for them to take à review of 
the matter; for à mind Which will yield to ſuch an 
argument, is expoſed'to —_ kind of error; and pre: 
pared to fwallow the'g abſurdities.— The au- 
thor; on a review of hl 2 meaſure to-influence his 
 own' mind or the minds of others, mult: fee, that/how- 
ever well meant the argument might be, yet i it is in 
8 med oem ee uſe uf a (oſs papa Ment as" kent to ny 
trut a * W LE 
Bor to n it _ not appear, has ene 
advance i in the preceding ſection, has the leaſt ten- 
dency t6'weaken the evidence in favour of the prac- 
tice of infan ant baptiſm + but, on the contrary, it ſerves 
to reconcile it with reaſon, and with every part of 
revelation. If the objeQion is only deſigned to ſug- 
geſt, that the practice of infant de an is placed in a 
different point of light, from what it has ſometimes 
been, it is acknonſedged; yet it is believed at the 
ſame time; that it is put on ſuch an iffue, as that it is 
1 capablesof: a much better defence, than eee her 
view of it. 4 e 1 1 1225 Ne N LS UTE «4; | 
Opf. VII. Inn ſeheme of baptifin. Aang in 
_ this and a former inquiry; is calculated to gratify the 
_ careleſs feelings, natural prejudices and biaſſes of the 
human mind — There is not that mortification and 
elk denial implied in it, as is implied in that ſcheme 
of baptiſm; which conſider children as compreben- 
ded in the covenant“ made with parents; and [that 
their Welfare is ſuſpendetg on parental fidelity, &. 
arid, therefore, it is not a ſeheme ſe conformable! to 
the it of the goſp ell! e e e frag 3} ee 
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hz * ; ſuggeſtions of ſuch Sad. 
i. p.116 117). 8 
Ants. Ir is by no menmgeonoeded, that the ſcheme. 
is" Hable to e an W | In * to ele, 
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"OY 1 dot the a ef the. human) 8 1 0 1 
molt naturally appear? Upon the ſcheme advanced : 
in the laſt ſection, parents are required to dedicate 
their children to God, to be diſpoſed of according to 
his ſovereign plealure; without pretending to know 
how God will diſpoſe of them, altho? parents thould | 
be ever ſo-faithful,—Upon-the- objector's plan, pa- 
rents give them to God, believing, that if they are 
faithful, God will certainly ſave their chiidren.— 
Which > theſe ſchemes are moſt trying and- ſelf de- 

nying—moſt oppoſed to ſelfiſh feelings? Which of 

them puts faith and reſignatibn to the ſevereſt trial ? 
| Fidelity is ſolemnly engaged in both caſes. In one 
caſe, it is engaged abſolutely without any aſſurances, 
that God will ſave ſuch children, or pretending to 
2 know, how God will difpoſe of ahem z but they are 
given up wnconditionally to the Lord. In the other 
caſe, children are given to God; under the impreſſ- 
ion and in the belief, that God ndl: fave them. In 
which of theſe two caſes is ſubmiſſion pub to "ellegrente | 
eſt trial? It muſt be in the ferme... 
Von the ſcheme advanced, in the preceding „ 
tion and my former inquiry, parents are ſubject ia 
diſcipline; and are holden to faithfulneſs in the moſu 

rigid manner. In caſe of negligenee, they not only 8 
expoſe their children to ruin; but they expoſe them. 7 
ſelves to be caſt out of the families of Chriſt. And, 
although their (children': are not Wee as 9 . 


— md eee over eee . 
uin this reſpect; is far before that which, although it „ 
requires dedication, yet, gratifies.the felfiſn feelings FS 
of x the 4 6 re ſo far a0. contain aſſuranceg M . 7 
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72 Giga iſſue; as his ma would die- 
tate. And, although the ſcheme of the objector, re. 
quires a diſcipline, which may terminate in the re- 
jiecdion of the baptized. child; yet it in no caſe re- | 
QAuires of the patent, the painful and mortifying taſk 
.* of bringing his dun child, which is fleſh of his fleſn 
and bene of his bone, and declaring, - before the 
j FA, that this his ſon is a glutton, a wine bibber, 
Ke. an incorrigible ſon, who will not obey the __ 
of his father or mother; and who has already 
ried their patience and-baffled their moſt fal * 
- forts. On the whole, it is confidently believed, that 
the obj jection, under conſideration; i is miſplaced... 
Pi ke VIII. Tux ſcheme of Þaptiſin. Which has 
boon advanced; detracts from the i Amportange of the 
Inflinatien of baptiſm;—renders it in a great meal- 
ure uſeleſs, and leaves very few motives - $6.ths proce 
tice of it; e eſpecially as in ants are reſpectet. 
Ans. Ir is acknowledged, that the ſcheme does 
not- raiſe up the ordinance; of b baptiſm, above eyery 
ther inſtitution; yet, it is by no means, juſtly liable 
d this objection. This will en from the follow: 
OD. | ing conſiderations, - Ae $257 | 
I. Were — ce enen ariſing ow 
1 either to parent or child, yet there would be 
motives remaining, for à ſerious- attendance n it 
which are of the greateſt weight in the view of good 
men; who are well informed and not influenced 
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chieſy by ſelfiſh eonſiderations. A love to God, and 
reſpect to his authority will ever induce good en 50 
regard it, as an important inſtitu tion 
a Try. is as important an endinſretechby: the 
: baptiſm of children, on the ſcheme which has been 
755 iced, as in the haptiſm of an adult. The. ſame 
2 anſwered: for the baptiſm: of children is an 
enen r token, that the parent r warens, 
I = well as the parent's om baptiſm.. | 
Jh | 3. SxvsRAL particular ee e beſides thoſe 
[ih 5, - which _ . — aden 5 
Ut 7 5 1 
4 | | 1 IRE * 
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1 i 2 
of baptiſm, as ir 15 nein the dit 80. 8 
ere and que wha and that there are ful * 
| em motives to the prackiet of it, reſpeQing infants. 
Nr, Ir has an important tendeney toſpo@ing 
the world at large. It is one ſpetiab means of ©: Ui 
the covenant; in wifleh God is ready te tranfact wi 
mankind, in view., It bringe up and keeps alive a 
inquiry, relative to ine meaning of the tranſaction; = 5 
and —— import and uten of thy covenatit, "ny is | 
Ros otra 17 LESS n 4 n 5625 5 
Secondalyj, n inflation as fs been e 
ad; has a very important tendency relative to ente, | 
3 children in Baptiſmn. ore = 
Ir being a fign of dedication; and of parents“ moſt 
— engagements, teſpecting their children, it 
> ſerves to impreſs and perpetuatè en their minds, * 
ſenſe of e eee bring 1 their <hildfen 
for Gd 
Thirdly ;- Tr {oſtiuttcn of buptifn; be 6-6 . 
5 prefonted in che preceding ſection, 1s dagen . 
daptized children are reſpected. Ile has a moſt direct 1 
tendeney to impreſs God's covetiant on their mind. 
It fe bing it much nearef to them, than ĩt would oth-· vg 
eruiſe de. Although it dees 85 import, that they 
te in covenant, yet it brings the eoveriant into | 
it is written on their foreheads. In this view of it, ie 
promoter tlie general good; and ferves to | 
dt the memory of the covenant, and to awaken *. 
dentiom 0 it. It-4s poſted up, as it were, at every  - 
corner. The inſticution; :therfore; is important fur 50 
Ez pants” for ehildren, and for the world in general. 
- 3 Tn the baptifix of infants is import- e 
plan which hat been advanced; fur W 
> A „ 25 it is connected _ _ n elficadious en 
1 means 1 e 13%, „ 
on al lage 70 


PARENTAL fidelity is confi 

E nach important means bf the-ſalvation of children 55 

TFruareats, if faithful, mag de dusfe te warde rendering 
e n an eam be dane 1 0 
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_ -  othery/pepſons. » By:;faithful-and; viggrovs-exextions; 
_- _ they-may-hopeand;expets that their children will 
walkim the way they: ſhould go Andi the; Hdelity of 
patents is Jecured, in the heſt manner; by tlie infti- 
tution ß baptiſm. In the dedication aud haptiſm of 
ig ain them up for; God and the token and mark 
their engagements is impreſſed, on the foreheads 
2 of ahrig-childrengahatthey.may:be forever in view 
| Beſides, the fidelity of the whole Chureh-wilk-be ex. 
erted, toranimate parents to act with vigor and reſ- 
Ki Olution. In addition to ſtheſe conſiderations, on the 
80 ſcheme which is advanced in the preceding ſection, bap- 
| tied children havethemeſidſolenmindacements, to be 
Attentiye and teachahle: fer they are to conſider, that 
i their ſalyatiom is depending on perſonal exg reifes, and 
not merehzen the faithful exertions of their parents. 
Ie, it ſhould be ſaid, by way of objection, tllat al: 
though it be, true, that there are many things;-0n the 
. pPf̃ropeſed plan, to ſecuxe pafental faithfulneſs, yet there 
spa covenant ſecurity pf it; the anſwer is althongh 
an aqvenant, yet it ſtands ona level, in this reſpg&t; 
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pan nies 11 APY foribiis aj che Hs 
ui if there were a. promiſe: in the cafe of parents, 3 #700 
ified as the impleaded promiſe is; it Would not, inn 
. Read of animating them, fink them d down into a ſtate 
of deſpondency, . It a believing parent conſidered his 
own falvation, 15 ſuſpended on his perſeverance in 
holineſs, and that there was no grace ſecured in the 
"covenant. to enſure his eee, would he not 
fink under thofe vi jews? It deſerves a ſerious inquiry, 
* "WE leaſt, whether, 5 parents were to conſider the fate 
of their poſterity to be ſuſpended on their fairhfulnefs, 
faithfulneſs which is not common to believers, 101 
ſecured by any covenant, they. would not abſolutely 
deſpair under the apprehenſion ? At leaſt, they would 
. conclude, on the whole, that there were no greater b 
proſpects of the ſalvation of their children, than if it 
Were ſuſpended, as it really i is, on the perſonal repen- 
be) tanee and faith of children, a8 the condition; becauſe 
in either caſe, the ſalvation of children would depend. 
onthe ſovereign and unpromiſed interpoſition of God 
| © Busrpxs; would not che fuppoſition, that the fal. 
| vation: "of children Was abſolutely ſuſ ended on Te 
faithfulneſs of parents, have.a moſt pernicious Influ-- > RE 
1 nd on. children, if it might be ſuppoſed, to atiimate 
arefits ?, * EO be IT > 
Dip children . the doctrine, would they N 
conclade: n t their own attention and concern Would 
effary? They have a violent natural propen- 
| ſity to neglige 1 and if they believed in the doc- _ 
- - trine, that their ſalvation was ſuſpended on the con- 
dition of their rene fidelity, alchough they might — on 
cConfider it as highly important; that their parenz 
ſhould de faithful ;” yer, Nan they not conclude, © 
that their perſonal attention and activity were 
8 NT: It is 1 gr thetefote whether the Rr 
; "promiſe would, on he! le, have any uſeful T LESS 
meu? It really ithplic eater ſeeutity of p.. 
agen 9 ene 81 I " 2 
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N =D it . as. direct a tendency. t to render children 
Ol careleſs, 23 it has to animate parents. Beſides, it ap- 
-  pears' OY. God. has: never ſeen. fit to make ſuch a 
pro 
* Tr 5 ears, on the whole” nom the oblereadions 
which have been made, that the inſtitution of infant 
baptiſm, as it has been repreſented, in this and in my 
former inquiry, is not only reaſonable, but. uſeful and 
important; and, therefore, that there are moſt weigh - 
ty motives to practiſe it. ——And, it is preſumed, 
that the ſcheme is Mt Joly, e to AR of the pre: 
en e Ie, 
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75 it FN {4 a truth, that the children of believers are 
4 \Dgt In C 18 ant, and are not to be baptized i in to- 
en of thaw oy e to rug bleflings of the covenant, hut 
Es 2 ba mark and token that 3 Parents will keep 
15 venant, and chat their children are; dedicated. to 
| Goa, i * will follow as a conſequence, that baptized 
"4 infants are not to be conſidered, as perſonal and dif- 
= Wes) members of the Church: aud, that. their. con- 
_ Ws with the Church, maſt be through the medi- 
3 5 So arents.. || And, as baptized children. are con- 
=. 1 with the Church, in that way, fo.the diſcipline 
=: . . which 1 is to be exerciſed. r. 18 ee muſt, allo, 
_ 1 the 1 of their Parents. | Thel e re- 
3 1 are jüſtißed by many conceſſions. - It is aid, 
— > - OR 0 2 ur; having been tlie ſübjects of baptiſm 3 mi 
| — . 2 gives us no Tight t to haptiſm for Our infant ed. 
155 . „ 985 doch this giye us any more right, hen u. 
. 8 1 iy i adult age, to. be. considered, recerved and 
\ RE treated, as chriſtians, and as heinz ourſclves.ifcar- 

mth. God {we heh oo been ba LI | 
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4 p. 80 e preceding remarks are 8 
obvious, that nothing need, to be ſaid, to illuſtrate 


them. 
they are referred to my formert 10 
. 


If any with for a furthe 
925 5 ſeQions, 7. 


— 


2 5 
Berdhr this inqu r 
ted the objections to the ſcheme advanced'i in this and 


my former inquiry, it may not be improper to add a 
h x the T5 which has been e tt ; 


oo remarks on t 
1 eee as odamtentel principle, on 


which the ſcheme held forth! in my inquiry, is foun- 
ded: 
THE principle alluded to is this, that the children : 


7 of believers are not in covenant and ſo not to be bap- 
tized i in token of their being in covenant. There are 
= many things advanced to 


the children of unbelievers. 
22. Tas ſcheme advanced in peel to y in. 
E quiry, ol falls cotally ſhort of the object at which f it Was 
| ame 


> 
F 


Ir was deſigned to eſtabliſh a ſcheme of Bait) 


| which would have the ſame import, or render bap-_ 5 
g tiſm of the fame i import, reſpecting baptized'ehildren,” 


as reſpecting a baptized adult; for it 15 made an ob. 


jection to my inquiry that LY things were ſigni. | 


fied reſpecting t em. p. 33. Vet it is acknowledg- 
ed; that às to ? this adult, 1. ſeals his title to eternal 
life, but as to the infant no promiſes were ſealed.” * 
Dh . Tux ſcheme is, in ſome' reſpects, unintellig idle. 
Tux condition of the promiſe, 'which is Luppoles' 
25 to be ſealed in baptiſm; is parental faithfulgeſs.. But 
it is not ſuch a falchfulneft as is common to true bes 
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